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Honoring the life of the Honorable Donald W. Riegle, Jr., former Senator

M.

for the State of Michigan.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

JUNE 1, 2026

PETERS (for himself, Ms. SLOTKIN, Mr. TouNg, Mr. SCHUMER, Ms.
ALSOBROOKS, Mr. ARMSTRONG, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. BANKS, Mr. BAR-
RASSO, Mr. BENNET, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr. BLUMENTHOAL, Ms. BLUNT
ROCHESTER, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mrs. Brrrr, Mr. BUDD, Ms.
CANTWELL, Mrs. CariTo, Mr. Cassipy, Ms. CoLLINS, Mr. COONs, Mr.
CorNYN, Ms. CorTEZ Masto, Mr. CoTTON, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. CRAPO,
Mr. Cruz, Mr. Curtis, Mr. DAINES, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. DURBIN,
Ms. ErNST, Mr. FETTERMAN, Mrs. FISCHER, Mr. GALLEGO, Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. HAGERTY, Ms. HassaN, Mr.
Hawrey, Mr. HgrINRICH, Mr. HICKENLOOPER, Ms. IHIRONO, Mr.
HogrveN, Mr. HusTED, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. JUSTICE,
Mr. KaiNng, Mr. KeLny, Mr. KExNEDY, Mr. K, Mr. King, Ms. Kro-
BUCHAR, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. LEE, Mr. LUJAN, Ms. LummIs, Mr. MAR-
KEY, Mr. MArRsHALL, Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr. MCCORMICK, Mr. MERKLEY,
Mrs. Moopy, Mr. MORAN, Mr. MORENO, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. MURPITY,
Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. Ossorr, Mr. Papinna, Mr. Paun, Mr. REED, Mr.
RickeTTs, Mr. RiscH, Ms. RosEN, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. SANDERS, Mr.
Scuarz, Mr. Scuirr, Mr. Scomrrt, Mr. Scort of Florida, Mr. ScorT
of South Carolina, Mrs. SHAITEEN, Mr. SHeemny, Ms. Syith, Mr. SUL-
LIVAN, Mr. Trnris, Mr. TUBERVILLE, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. WARNER,
Mr. WARNOCK, Ms. WARREN, Mr. WELCI, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr.
WIcKER, Mr. WYDEN, and Mr. YOUNG) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed to

RESOLUTION

Honoring the life of the Honorable Donald W. Riegle, Jr.,

former Senator for the State of Michigan.
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Whereas Donald W. Riegle, Jr., honorably served the people
of Michigan and the United States over a public career

spanning nearly 3 decades;

Whereas Senator Riegle was born on February 4, 1938, in
Flint, Michigan, and was 1 of 3 children of Dorothy
Grace Riegle and Donald Wayne Riegle, who owned a

printing business and was a mayor of Flint;

Whereas Senator Riegle was a graduate of Flint Central
High School, attended Flint Junior College and Western
Michigan University, and graduated with a bachelor’s de-
eree in business administration and economices from the
University of Michigan—Flint in 1960;

Whereas Senator Riegle received a Master of Business Ad-
ministration in finance from Michigan State University in
1961 and went on to pursue doctoral studies in business
and government relations at Harvard Business School

while working as a financial analyst at IBM;

Whereas Senator Riegle also served as a faculty member,
teaching at Michigcan State University, Boston Univer-
sity, and Harvard University before running for Con-

oTess;

Whereas Senator Riegle was first elected to the United States
House of Representatives in 1966 at the age of 28, when
he ran as a Republican in the traditionally Democratic
7th Congressional District of Michigan, and represented
the District as a Republican from 1967 to 1973;

Whereas, having grown increasingly disenchanted with Presi-
dent Richard M. Nixon over the Vietnam War, civil

rights, and other issues, Senator Riegle switched parties
and represented the 7th Congressional District of Michi-
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can as a member of the Democratic Party from 1973 to
1977;

Whereas, while in the House of Representatives, Senator Rie-
ole was one of the co-sponsors of the Kqual Credit Op-
portunity Act (15 U.S.C. 1691 et seq.), which outlaws
discrimination on the basis of sex or marital status in
eranting credit and was signed into law by President
Gerald Ford on October 28 1974;

Whereas Senator Riegle was elected to the United States
Senate in 1976 and served 3 terms, from 1977 to 1995;

Whereas Senator Riegle served as Chairman of the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs of the
Senate, where he played a leading role in shaping na-
tional policy on financial institutions, housing, and eco-
nomic development, including the Riegle Community De-
velopment and Regulatory Improvement Act of 1994
(Public Law 103-325; 108 Stat. 2160) that—

(1) established the Community Development Finan-
cial Institutions Fund to seed and support financial insti-
tutions dedicated to supporting community development;

(2) increased consumer protections for high rate
home equity loans;

(3) increased credit availability to small businesses;

(4) streamlined the regulation of depository institu-
tions; and

(5) reformed the National Flood Insurance Pro-

oram;

Whereas Senator Riegle also served as Chairman of the Sub-
committee on IHealth for Families and the Uninsured of
the Committee on Finance of the Senate and brought at-
tention to, and encouraged policy discussion of, the grow-

ing number of people of the United States without health
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insurance due to rising costs, job loss, and gaps in em-

ployer-based coverage;

Whereas Senator Riegle was a steadfast advocate for Michi-
can’s manufacturing economy, took a lead role in passing
legislation to rescue the Chrysler Corporation from bank-
ruptey in 1979, and steadfastly championed issues in
support of working families and the revitalization of com-

munities across the State;

Whereas Senator Riegle led an investigation into the illnesses
being experienced by veterans of the Gulf War and in
1994 released The Riegle Report to the United States
Senate, which concluded that United States Gulf War
veterans were likely exposed to low-level chemical and bi-
ological agents and called for further Government inves-
tigation into, and recourse for, war veterans suffering

from Gulf War syndrome;

Whereas Senator Riegle was known for his independence, in-
tegrity, and willingness to work across party lines in the

interest of the people of the United States;

Whereas, after leaving public office, Senator Riegle continued
to contribute to public life through his work in academia,

policy, and civie engagement;

Whereas Donald W. Riegle, Jr., passed away on Friday, April
24, 2026, at the age of 88, leaving behind a legacy of
dedicated public service and commitment to the people of

Michigan and the United States;

Whereas Senator Riegle is survived by his loving wife of 48
years, Liori Hansen Riegle, 5 children, 10 grandchildren,

and 1 great-grandson; and
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Whereas Senator Riegle is remembered by his family, friends,
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former colleagues, and all those who benefited from his

leadership and service: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) has heard with profound sorrow and deep
regret the announcement of the death of Donald W.
Riegle, Jr., former member of the Senate;

(2) honors the life and legacy of former United
States Senator Donald W. Riegle, Jr., for his dec-
ades of service to the State of Michigan and the
United States, and expresses its deep condolences to
his family and loved ones;

(3) directs the Secretary of the Senate to com-
municate this resolution to the House of Representa-
tives and transmit an enrolled copy of this resolution
to the family of Donald W. Riegle, Jr.; and

(4) when the Senate adjourns on the date of
the adoption of this resolution, the Senate stands
adjourned as a further mark of respect to the mem-

ory of the Honorable Donald W. Riegle, Jr.
O
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