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To amend the Food Security Act of 1985 to require the Secretary of Agri-

culture to establish a small farm EQIP subprogram under the environ-
mental quality incentives program, and for other purposes.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

JUNE 23, 2026

Mr. BENNET (for himself, Mr. LuJAN, Mr. HRINRICH, Mr. FETTERMAN, Mrs.

To

(O B Y N )

GILLIBRAND, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. WELCH, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. REED, and Mr. KING) introduced the
following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Ag-
riculture, Nutrition, and Forestry

A BILL

amend the Food Security Act of 1985 to require the
Secretary of Agriculture to establish a small farm EQIP
subprogram under the environmental quality incentives
program, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Small Farm Conserva-

tion Act”.
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SEC. 2. SMALL FARM EQIP SUBPROGRAM.

Section 1240B of the Food Security Act of 1985 (16
U.S.C. 3839aa—2) is amended—
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(1) in subsection (d)—

(A) by striking paragraph (1) and insert-
ing the following:

“(1) AVAILABILITY; MINIMUM AMOUNT.—

“(A) AVAILABILITY.—A payment provided
to a producer under the program shall be used
to implement 1 or more practices under the
program.

“(B) MINIMUM AMOUNT.—The amount of
a payment provided to a producer under the
program shall be not less than $2,500.”;

(B) in paragraph (2), in the matter pre-
ceding subparagraph (A), by striking “A pay-
ment” and inserting ‘‘Subject to paragraph
(1)(B), a payment”; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

“(8) SOIL HEALTH MANAGEMENT SYSTEM PAY-

MENTS.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding para-
oraph (2), the Secretary shall increase the
amount that would otherwise be provided for
practices comprising a soil health management

system on a farm by 50 percent for any appli-
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cation for a soil health management system on
an operation of not more than 50 acres.

“(B) RAPID AND STREAMLINED APPLICA-
TION AND CONTRACT APPROVAL.—The Sec-
retary shall provide payments under this para-
oraph on a continuous enrollment basis, using
a rapid and streamlined application and con-
tract approval process.”’;

(2) in subsection (f), by adding at the end the

following:

“(3) SMALL FARM EQIP SUBPROGRAM.—

“(A) TorAL FUNDING.—For each of fiscal
yvears 2027 through 2031, not less than 30 per-
cent of the funds made available for payments
under the program shall be used to carry out
the subprogram established under subsection
(k).

“(B) TECHNICAL AND FINANCIAL ASSIST-
ANCE.—Of the amounts made available under
subparagraph (A)—

“(1) 35 percent shall be used to ensure
the provision of tailored technical assist-
ance for small-scale agricultural producers

b}f_
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“(I) hiring new Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service staff
who are familiar with the unique con-
servation challenges faced by small-
scale agricultural producers;

“(IT) training current Natural
Resources Conservation Service field
staff regarding the challenges de-
seribed in subclause (I); and

“(ITI) ensuring sufficient Natural
Resources Conservation Service staff-
ing levels to deliver a streamlined and
expedited application and contracting
experience to small-scale agricultural
producers; and
“(11) 65 percent shall be used to pro-

vide financial assistance directly to small-
scale agricultural producers.”; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

“(k) SMALL FARM EQIP SUBPROGRAM.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—In each State, the Sec-
retary shall establish under the program a subpro-
oram, under which the Secretary shall—

“(A) provide financial and technical assist-

ance to small-scale agricultural producers that
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5}
enter into contracts with the Secretary under
the subprogram;

“(B) conduct outreach to small-scale agri-
cultural producers to increase participation in
the subprogram; and

“(C) provide to field staff of the Natural
Resources Conservation Service training and
education regarding the specific conservation
needs of small-scale agricultural producers.

“(2) PAYMENTS.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall
determine whether a small-scale agricultural
producer is eligible to receive payments under
this subsection—

“(1) on a State-by-State basis, subject
to subparagraph (C);

“(11) i consultation with the technical
committee  established under section
1261(a) of the State in which the small-
scale agricultural producer is located; and

“(11) based on—

“(I) the operations of a small-
scale agricultural producer, including
with respect to farm size and gross

sales;
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“(IT) demographic data compiled

by the National Agricultural Statistics
Service relating to small-scale agricul-

tural producers, including—

“(aa) a farmer, rancher, or
nonindustrial private forest land-
owner who is a member of a so-
cially disadvantaged group (as
defined in section 355(e) of the
Consolidated Farm and Rural
Development  Act (7 U.S.C.
2003(e)));

“(bb) a farmer, rancher, or
nonindustrial private forest land-
owner operating in a high-poverty
area, as determined by the Pov-
erty Area Measures published by
the Economic Research Service;

“(ee¢) a farmer, rancher, or
nonindustrial private forest land-
owner that is a person described
in paragraphs (1) and (2), and
(if applicable) paragraph (3), in
the definition of ‘limited resource

farmer or rancher’ 1in section
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718.2 of title 7, Code of Regula-

tions (as in effect on the date of
enactment of this subsection);
“(dd) a farmer, rancher, or
nonindustrial private forest land-
owner—
“(AA) who 1s an indi-
vidual who has not operated
a farm, ranch, or forest op-
eration for more than 10
yvears and materially and
substantially participates in
the operation of the farm,
ranch, or forest operation;
or
“(BB) that is a legal
entity not less than 50 per-
cent of the interest in which
18 held by individuals de-
scribed in subitem (AA); and
“(ee) a farmer, rancher, or
nonindustrial private forest land-
owner who has served in the

Armed Forces (as defined in sec-
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tion 101 of title 38, United

States Code) and who—

“(AA) has not operated
a farm, ranch, or forest op-
eration;

“(BB) has operated a
farm, ranch, or forest oper-
ation for not more than 10
years; or

“(CC) 1s a veteran (as
defined in that section) who
has first obtained status as
a veteran (as so defined)
during the most recent 10-
year period;

“(III) the applicable advanced
payment requirements under sub-
section (d)(4); and

“(IV) other relevant information,
as determined by the Secretary.

“(B) AMOoUNT.—The Secretary shall pro-
vide payments under this subsection to a pro-
ducer that is eligible for the payments under
subparagraph (A) in such amount as the Sec-

retary determines—
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“(1) achieves the purposes described in
subparagraphs (A) and (B) of paragraph
(1);

“(11) addresses natural resource con-
cerns relating to production on small-scale
agricultural operations; and

“(ii1) is in accordance with any appli-
cable increased payment requirements

under subsection (d)(4).

“(C) SIZE REQUIREMENTS.

“(1) IN GENERAL.—To be eligible to
receive a payment under subparagraph (A)
(other than a payment described in clause
(i1)), the farm size of an agricultural pro-
ducer may not exceed the median farm size
of the State in which the producer is lo-
cated, based on aggregate data published
by the National Agricultural Statistics
Service.

“(11) LIVESTOCK AND PASTURE MAN-

AGEMENT PAYMENTS.—To be eligible to

receive a livestock or pasture management
payment under subparagraph (A), the herd
size of an agricultural producer may not

exceed the median herd size of the State in



O o0 N N W B W =

| \O JEE \© R O R O B O B e e e e e T e e e e
A W O = O O 0NN N N R WD = O

*S 4867 IS

10

which the producer is located, based on ag-
oregate data published by the National Ag-
ricultural Statistics Service.

“(111) GROSS CASH FARM INCOME.—
To be eligible to receive a payment under
subparagraph (A), the farm of an agricul-
tural producer shall be categorized as a
small family or nonfamily farm, as defined
by the National Agricultural Statistics
Service.

“(3) APPLICATIONS.

“(A) IN GENERAL.—To be eligible to re-
ceive financial and technical assistance under
this subsection, a producer that is eligible for
the assistance under paragraph (2)(A) shall
submit to the Secretary an application at such
time, in such manner, and containing such in-
formation as the Secretary may require.

“(B) ADMINISTRATION.—To the maximum
extent practicable, the Secretary shall limit the
administrative burdens, and the regulatory bar-
riers that contribute to administrative burdens,

on producers applying for payments under this

subsection.
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“(C) RAPID AND STREAMLINED APPLICA-
TION AND CONTRACT APPROVAL.—The Sec-
retary shall provide payments under this para-
oraph on a continuous enrollment basis, using
a rapid and streamlined application and con-
tract approval process.

“(4) SUBPROGRAM COORDINATORS.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subpara-
oraph (B), the Secretary shall designate—

“(1) a national subprogram coordi-
nator; and

“(i1) a subprogram coordinator in
each State.

“(B) REQUIREMENTS.—At the time of des-

ignation under subparagraph (A), a national or

State subprogram coordinator shall be
“(1) an employee of the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service; and
“(i1) responsible for, on a national or
statewide basis, respectively—
“(I) public outreach relating to
the subprogram;
“(IT) assisting producers in the
submission of applications under the

subprogram;
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“(IT) distributing financial and
technical assistance under this sub-
section; and

“(IV) submitting to the Secretary
annual recommendations with respect
to additional conservation practice
standards and activities required to
better serve small-scale agricultural

producers.

“(5) LANGUAGE REQUIREMENTS.—The Sec-
retary shall publish any outreach materials for
small-scale agricultural producers relating to the
subprogram under this subsection simultaneously
n—
“(A) English; and
“(B) such additional languages as the Sec-
retary determines to be appropriate for each ap-
plicable State.

“(6) REPORT.—Not later than May 1, 2030,
the Secretary shall submit to the Committee on Ag-
riculture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the Senate and
the Committee on Agriculture of the House of Rep-

resentatives a report deseribing the results of the

subprogram under this subsection, including—
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“(A) activities carried out under paragraph
(3)(B) to limit administrative burdens and reg-
ulatory barriers; and

“(B) to the maximum extent practicable,
demographic information relating to each small-
scale agricultural producer participating in the
subprogram, as the Secretary determines to be

appropriate.”.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2026-06-30T01:01:52-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




