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To protect the name, image, and likeness rights of, and provide protections
for, student athletes and to promote fair competition among intercolle-
giate athletics, and for other purposes.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

JUNE 2, 2026
Mr. CrUZ (for himself, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. ScHMITT, and Mr. COONS) intro-
duced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
JUNE 24, 2026
Reported by Mr. CrRUZ, with an amendment

[Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the part printed in italic]

A BILL

To protect the name, 1mage, and likeness rights of, and
provide protections for, student athletes and to promote
fair competition among intercollegiate athletics, and for

other purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 twes of the Unated States of America in Congress assembled,
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DENT ATHEETES AND FAIR
COMPETITION

e & State law provisien that apphes to eov-

e a eolleettve; that 15—

&) known; or should have been known; to
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{6 an mmdividual or entity that direetly or
time to & partienlar mstitation or to an indi-
reerattment o retention of student athletes or
dent athletes or prospeetive stadent athletes; or

*S 4668 RS



O o0 N N W B W =

| \O JEE \© R O R \O B O B e e e e e T e e e
A LW O = O VWV 0 NN O R WD = O

-

J

&) means a persen; eorporation; beoster
direetly or indireetly to or for the benefit or
Sepport of—

4 & stadent athlete swho s enrolled;
or who may enroll; at an mstitation: or
eram or any booster oreamzation of an m-

4 an tmmediate famidy member of &
student athlete; or

dh dees not—
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Hon—
other Federad or State erants unrelated to
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coHeetate athletie assectation; o  eon-
ferenee;
mtercollegtate sports at a rate eommensu-
eation resourees; or
oo ities: H—

B the finaneial terms of sueh

student athletes; and
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thtee & student athlete to attend a
atel

means—
& & scholarship; grant; stipends or other
fees or personal expenses; that—
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tion to a stadent for the undergraduate or
9 braer—With respeet to o student athlete;
the tertt “Himtee™ Hents o prettres videor cotipttet-
student athlete:

" )

eorporation; association; or any other eroup or-
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HH 13 composed of 2 or more sttt
B mehdes—
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athlete; the term “hkeness™ means a phystead or die-
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4 a logo or eolor scheme that is
elearly assoctated with the mstitation; or

35 NaeE—With respeet to a stadent athlete;
faeine mternet platform when used i a context that

student athlete:
HIeHES Hients o cottraet of stnthtt aoreerent be-
tween a student athlete {or ereup of student ath-
HH NS BERGE; AND HHRKENESS REGHPS—
the abthity of a student athlete to market and profit
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or hkeness:
33
term “prospeetive student athlete” means an indi-

hl gwr|w| I )IW N\ rl‘ % VIWI I I lﬂlelW I ki Ei
(S J Py .

to attend an mstitation as a stadent athlete; but has

Jue 67 20255 ot as todified purstant to the

athlete” means an individual who is enrolled as &
completing & deeree: and
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“vahid busthess purpose” meahs & ptrpose gentthely
related to the promotion of eoods or services pro-
sty sports teat™ teats & Sports teatn eomposed of
Hot:

A restriet the ability of a student athlete;
dent athlete—
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{1 to enter mto a name; mnage; and
athlette competitton for a student athlete or

Ress;

the ehetbility or opportunity of a student ath-
or recetve & erant-ih-atd; meladine the amount;
stadent athlete enterthe mto a name; image;
tmage; or hkeness; or

voke; reduee; or dechne to repew a grant-n-aid
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for a student athlete or prospeettve student ath-
stadent athlete enterine mto a name; btmage;
and hkeness aereement or marketine or earnthe
etate athletie competition of a student athlete
or prospeetive student athlete who enters into a
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By Crre i institution may
ecompetition of a stadent athlete or prospeetive
stadent athlete HS 1 eontection with a name;

/ as me r VAl Ql nial 4 m NI m
) MANDATORY DISCHOSHRES BY STHDENE ATH-

to a name; tmage; and likeness agreement;
that exeeeds & total of $600 over & +Z-month
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eeeds a total of $600 over a 12-month period:
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AMHHETES—With respeet to a student athlete or

st ehtee that exceeds o totd of $6008 over
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and hkeness riehts of a student athlete or to
the eompensation within & name; inage; and
serte peesott Hht totds fess Hianr 5600 over o

intereollesinte athletic nssociation shall adust
ables

lease any mformation provided by a student athlete

ot prospeetive student athlete th a diselostre thder
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speetive stadent athlete; or; 1 ease of a minor; the
or & steeessor bylaw; and stadent athletes or pro-

pay; provide; or facthtate eompensation to a student ath-
dent athlete:

Hot; or any other event or activity relatine to ttereolle-
otate athletic competition; of a prospective stadent athlete

or student athlete havine obtatned an athlete agent or
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2 the parents or enardians of student athletes or prospeetive

4 e

5 SEC. 102. MODIFICATIONS TO SPORTS AGENT RESPONSI-
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BILITY AND TRUST ACT-:

of 2026

- ) s Smbereollec Lot C

4 H sthseeton f—
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at the end;

pertod at the end and msertine a semt-

eolon; and
a stadent athlete i & manner that violates seetion
%

5y charee a stadent athlete a fee i cotnee-

lete for a term that extends bevond the ehetbility of
sport;
statement o a stadent athlete or prospective stadent
valae of & name; image; or hkeness opportunity the
athlete or prospeetive student athlete throueh re-
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) make & mmteridy  fadse; deceptive; or
(B} in sebseetion {bH3: by steiking
now or i the fatare you may lose your ehet-
bility to ecompete as a stadent athlete i your

OF H tth appropihte Stete eotrt
“h Rept—tn a etvl action broueht under sub-

avwart—

“EJ) a ] ]i]’ ‘tf]'j/z j.ﬂf']gfﬁﬂ ont t];]ﬂt a i']ﬁ]ﬂﬂfi,
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and

ey AProRrRNEYS FREES AND Costs—Tn & et ae-
eosts to the prevailine party
ERS—

or enforeeable against a stadent athlete with respeet

to a disptte aristhe whder His et

whether or how paragraph {1 apphes to any dispate

that s the subjeet of the disptte purperts to dele-
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1 A PRE-PESEERE ARBEPRAHON b
8 means an agreement; whether or not part of &
10 prohibit; or watve the rieht of; one of the par-
13 adhtistrative; or other forum; cobeerntne «
14 dispute that has not yet arisen at the time of
15 the trtkite of the aereetrert— atd

16 B by addinge at the end the folowine:

17 <“SEC. 9. REGISTRATION OF ATHLETE AGENTS AND OTHER
18 REQUIREMENTS.

19 By GENvERYE— athlete aeent who seeks to
20 represent a student athlete m an endorsement eontract
21 shal—

22 = peetster with o Shate before represertite o
23 student athlete for an endorsement eontract; and

*S 4668 RS



26

1 2 enter Hto an aeehey contract with the sta-
3 endorsement contracts

4 “hy REGISTFRATION BSTABHSHED—AR thdividual s
5 deettred to be reeistered swith a State for purposes of His
7 = w reetstered professiotad spotts aeent with
8 a professional sports leagne or players assectation; W
9 ovot sttt or

10 2 reeistered and eertifted under the AN State
12 operates; H good standing:

13 et CRERPHHPION  Po BYPRREORRRGRRE PH-
14 BEFre ASS

15 = Rttt — atdete aeent et
16 represents a stadent athlete shall certifs to each ap-
18 athlete aeent 1s registered with o State:

19 2 ProBiroNn—1t s undawdad for an mdt-
22 chvidhal 13 not reetstered with a States
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1 shate the trne of ench prts to the con-
tenets
S49) state the term of the eontraet:
athlete agent:
“3 Fhe contract contaths—
“HAS a deseription of services rendereds
=Bt the maes of eaeh parts to the eon-
teaet:
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=iy the amonnt of eompensation o be
teaets
parties to the eontraect: and
athlete enroll or remain enroled at an mstitn-
ton or reside i a partienlar loeation within the
b Fhe eomtrret sonet Feroa bert Hhat exe

tends bevond the elieibility of the student athlete to

135 between a student athlete and an  thsttations
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1 tereoHeetate athletie assectation; conferenee; asso-
amended—

~N N O W

8 and

\e

2} by addine at the end the followine:

10 SEC. 103. AGENT REGISTRY REQUIREMENTS FOR INTER-
11 COLLEGIATE ATHLETIC ASSOCIATIONS.

12 £ REQHREHSS oF BerBReoHBERTE rH-
4 Gon shall matntain o publicly available website that in-
15 ehdes a searchable database of athlete acents that—

16 ) are reeistered with a State and eertified
17 prrstiant to seetion 9 of the Sports Avent Responsi-
18 bilitv ad Trost Acts as added by section 1020 and
19 £24 have eertifted comphinnee with ot rdes and
20 belaws of suelt intereollesiate athletie assoctation, in-
22 et trder seetorn H-

23 ++
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30
way not represent or contnet o student athlete or
& member of such mtereolegtate athletie assoetation:

SEG: 104: DISCELOSURES AND ESTABLISHMENT OF NAME;

IMAGE; AND HEIKENESS AGREEMENT DATA-

enaetment of this Aet: and each July 1 thereafter

chatas
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31
by a student athlete as required by seetion
+oHb—
B a deseription of serviees rendered:
and
stitation and a stadent athlete; disageregated

stitution a report that melades; for the academie
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elading the total amount of remuneration for

erati:

personally identifiable mformation of a student ath-
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33

}3 %‘WE
LXK .

5 Iv aENBRAE—Not later than September of
the first veat beeinnine after the date of the enaet-
ment of this Aet ench intereolesinte athletie asso-
their noents to estimate the fair market value for

etattot; of a stecessor bylaw:

*S 4668 RS



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

34

1 By 6BERAE—AR employee or volanteer of
£ exert undte pressure over or prevent a
B retaliate apanst a student athlete
{&) prevent a student athlete who seeks to
stadent eroups or events; of serve as a volun-
petitton or membership e a varsty sports

team-
of a degree; each intereollegiate athletie assectation
ahd any stitation that 18 & member of such asse-
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()

£ wormine a stadent athlete of aea-

afd expeeted team aetivites; or
oraph {2) an thstitnton that awards a erant-t-atd
to a student athlete may not revoke; reduee; or eon-

*S 4668 RS



O o0 N N W B W =

|\ I N© TR NG T NS R NS R e e T e T e T T
A LW PO = O VOV 0 N O wn kA WD = O

36
A based on the athletie abtlity or per-

student athlete; or
voke; reduee; or eondition the erant-n-aid of &
HH the strhdhrds of eode of eon-

strderrts;

hletie elieibilite
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37
tior of; or condition ot the erant-t-atd or ath-
& the ease of a
revoeatton or reduetion off or condition of; the

4 By ainirad—With respeet to
student athlete—
neeessary o earh a degrees and

*S 4668 RS



O o0 N N B W

[\© TN NG T N T NS I NS R NS R N e T e e T e T e Y Y =
LN A W D= OO NN NN R, WD = O

*S 4668 RS

Ll sk envolled ot the insti-

$5  has net ecompleted the



O o0 N N W BB W =

e T = O =
W NN = O

39

STREBCTHON- o

athletes or former stadent athletes; or
lete; or former student athlete frem re-

14 4 B —Sthseetton febe b4 <hel
15 apply only to institations that eompete th Piviston §
16 as defined by bylaw 20:9 of the Nattonal Collegiate
17 Athletie Assoctation; or a sueeessor bylas

18 SEC. 106. MEDICAL COVERAGE REQUIREMENTS.

19 {ar v GEERAE—Toaeh Diviston T institation; as de-
21 soetrttots o o steeessor byhess of an Hbereodeotnte ath-
22 lette assoetation or econference eomprised of Piviston 1
23 tember thstitattons shal provide or eanse to be pro-

24 wided—
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1 1 durine the partieipation of a student athlete
3 £ o eut-ofpocket medienl expenses;
4 steh a8 copayments or deduetibles; for the
8 B} the expense for obtamine a medieal
10 for any myary or disease the student athlete m-
11 earred throteh partieipation i an intereolle-
12 ghate sport;

14 for any mjuary or disease ineurred throueh par-
16 ceeds $90:000 1 medient costs; and

17 D) an end-of-college physical examination
18 for a stadent athlete for the purpese of doen-
20 related to the stadent athlete’s participation 1
21 an ntereoHegtate sport: and

24 dent athlete; the eost of all ont-of-poeket medieal ex-
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Athletie Assoctation; or a sueeessor bylaw; on behalf

29 1 the emse of o DPieiston T istitaton
faH2y for; i the ease of a Diviston H or Divi-
stbseetion (a2 1 the event of demonstrated

B postehetbiity medieal expenses for a
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incbuding chrorie ) Lol by and

medta rrehts revente from a covered entity; H ae-

foﬁf
Y
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1 SEC. 107. HEALTH, WELLNESS; AND SAFETY STANDARDS.

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

il Ql NI hl m Ql o

death: mcudine

Hatagement practices; protoeols; and legislation of
strrdent athletes:

stirdent athletes; and

with—
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t mstitution; eon-
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45
webstte speetfted under paragraph () or a hnk +o

responstble for; at & minmum—
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1 B) consultine with student athletes and
4 employee speeitted under paragraph (2

11 at an msttation:

13 SONNHE—NO eonch or other nonmedienl personnel
14 of an imstitution may attempt to mfluenee or dis-
15 regard the deeisions of medieal persennel with re-
16 speet to the mediend manneement and retarn to phay
17 deeistons for student athletes under their eare at the
18 mstitation:

25 feretee: Histttots o stident atetes frot reqrest-
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teed econnsek
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econfidential any mformation communteated or pro-
mediate a dispates
B relatine to o felony personadly wit-
nessed by o member of the Offiee;
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volved; as neeessary to resolve or mediate a dis-
pretes

rancty; work produet; notes; or ease file of the

5 subjeet to diseovery; sub-
eompulsion; or
HH admissible as evidenee 1 &
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50
tereoHeetate athlette assectation; o eonferenece; or
tion against a student athlete as a reprisal for dis-

mittee of an intercoleetate athletie asseetation; a eon-
CILITIES; SERVICES; AND EVENTS:

orats:

SEC. 110. RULES GOVERNING CERTAIN MID-SEASON
COACHING TRANSITIONS.

served at any point durihe a competitive season; as foot-

ball athletie personnel for a varstty sports team for mter-
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3 & head eoach of a varsty sports team for intereollesiate
4 foothal; tehrdine; at a miim—

5

O o0 3

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

4} faeilitatine lingtine. nesotintine or
ntereoHegtate foothallrelated eapaetty 1 a manner
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D2
assoetated with a head eoach of a wvarstty sports
by & head eoach:
ment; appointment; or destenation as head eoach of a var-
or destenation as head eonch of a varsiy sports team for
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Assoctation; or & steeessor bylavws
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stitution that 18 & member of the Foothall Bowl Sub-
Collegtate Athletie Assoetation; or a steeessor bylavw:

nl AVIWIII {WVIVI("
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2 season:

7 stetetioh; reertitihe; roster mataeetent; or tratihe
10 strdent athletes who are members of or partietpate
12 bl of the institation.

13 = BerBhreoRERTEE Footbt—d e tett
14 “itereoHeetate foothal—

15 EA mmeans Toothall plaved between bistita-
17 tetpatton by o student athlete are established
18 by a intereollectate athletie assoctation: aid
19 B4 does not inelade a recreational. intra-
20 ftral; or ehab sports

21 SEC. 111. STUDENT ATHLETE REPRESENTATION ON INTER-
22 COLLEGIATE ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION GOV-
23 ERNING BOARDS.

24 fat IN GENERAL—Not fess than bs of the miember-

25 ship and votine power of any board of directors or other
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20
21
22
23
24
25

25
5 A forrer stadent athlete who 5 o eterent
shal vote o any matter that presents a eonthet of
i thstitaton; a conferenee; an ttercoleetate ath-
ond time with o loss of elietbility to partieipate m
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56
bility to partieipate i itereolegtate sports; apeon—
Dy the student athlete pursaine a erad-

SECG: 113 ELIGIBILITY TO PARTICIPATE IN INTERCOLLE-

GIATE SPORTS.
far By GENERAE—An mdividual 18 elietble to partiet-
prte ot varsty sports teot or 1 trtereoHeotite atlette
1 18 & stadent athlete;

£33 15 not a professtonal athlete; and
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5T
4 B eEeRabE—Subjeet to paragraph (2
eotteotrte atete cotpetition for o st of o

Dy the date a student athlete enrels ful
2 tH does not
spphy diteine a period of absenee for ane of the fol-

B4 Reliotors mission.
By Other periods of absenee adopted by
rale or bylaw by an mtercolleetate athletie asse-
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thiotels elioibility to partie A Hoei
g drag; oF
restrret o student athlete™s ehetbilits to partietpate
students:
i & sport other than foothall er baskethall shall net be
constdered a professional athlete based solely on the
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29

eatre & stadent athlete who transfers from a 2-vear msh-
tation to a 4-year mstitution to meet additional or mere

ton to—

2} disetphne or sanetton a stadent athlete for
51 dhisetphne or sanetton a student athlete for
wolatine a rile; regnlation; or a eode of eonduet that

25 PrRoHBIED—AR thistituton; an emplovee of an tistitn-
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I tion; a volunteer of an mstHutton; a conference; ah em-

4 range; provide; offer; or permit; direetly or ihnei-
7 revente share eap to—

8 A a stadent athlete; & eroup of stadent
9 athletes; or thetr family members; or

10 5} a prospective stadent athlete; a eroup
11 of prospeetive student athletes; or their famiy
12 members: o

13 2} enter tte a hatne; Hhaee; and hkeness
14 agreement with a stadent athlete or prospeetive sta-
15 dent athlete that s pet—

16 5 for o vohd bstress prvposes atd

17 B} eommensurate with eompensation patd
19 or notabthty who are not student athletes or
20 prospeetive student athletes:

23 a eonferenee; an mstitution; or any representative thereof
24 shall not; praresuant to the Injunetive Rehef Settement
25 Aereement approved by the eourt m “In Re College Ath-
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2 6 2025) restriet the ability of a student athlete envolled

4 eoHeetate athletie assoctation; an mstituton; a conferenee;
S or an assoctated entity; for personal benefits related to

7

8

9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

1 reasonable eosts of transportation and tem-
porary lodging for family members of a student ath-
trettted phvstent o et heatth cotreertt o prtted-

hkeness asreement with a student athlete shall be for a

23 teth SHsH O Heahs—
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62
2> an msttution that 18 a party to; throueh
membership th a eonference or otherwise; “In Re
D Eak June 6; 2025); or has opted i to the In-
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1 SEC. 116. COMMISSION ON THE FUTURE OF COLLEGE ATH-

NolNe B e Y, e~ L OV R \O)
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EETICS:

I I} I!I‘Y{V
IR e

the leetslative braneh a commission; to be known as
13 to provide recomendations for the future of eol-

&) MEMBERSHR:

of whom—
shell be a stadent athdete or former student
athlete;
meree; Seienee; and Fransportation of the Sen-
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64
ate; of whieh at least + member shal be a stu-
dent athlete or former student athlete;
at least 1 member shall be a stadent athlete or
H5 1 enrrent or former stadent athlete ap-
Serates
Y 1 enrrent or former student athlete ap-
63 1 errrent or former stadent athlete ap-
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65
mittee on merey and Commerce of the House
) 1 enrrent or former student athlete

wized for expertise; knowledee; or expertenee i mat-

N . n
Rl4Al Rl nl
SEAR—

8 1 eo-chair shall be a member se-
leeted by the majority party; and
G 1 eo-chair shall be & member se-
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7 vote of the Commisston; the attendanee and test-
9 books; records; eorrespondence; memoranda; papers;
11 to the prrpose of the Commission:
13 follows:
14 1 Fo study and develop recommendations re-
15 seardine—
16 £ an alternative steneture for providine

19 eations assoetated with a colleetive bargainine
20 straetare and emplovment status for student
21 athletes;

22 B} protecting and preserving athletie op-

24 Hot-teveHte setertties seottenss ard Obemphe
25 sports intereollegtate athletie programs;
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67
Hons:

D) whether to echminate; extend; or
proved or wmended by the comrt i e Re Gl
letie assoetation or a eonferenece;

) adeqrney of heatth and safety stand-

{6} the adeequaey of the athlete agent pro-
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2 erowth of the student athlete; and

4 ttercoleetate athleties:

5 23 To draft a joint resolution of approval
8 et to chmate; ratse; or lower the Pool Benefits
10 £33 Not later thant 5 vears after the date of the
11 ehactment of this Aet; to submit & report on the ae-
13 tons for sueh leeistative action as the Commission
14 eonstders appropriate to—

15 25 the Comrmittee oft Cotreteer Setetees
16 attd Fransportation of the Senates

17 B the Committee on Ionerey and Com-
18 meree of the House of Representatives; and

19 {5 the Prestdent:

22 letes; shal constitnte a quortms
23 # B MERErev—The Cottrsstorn shal hold
25 ot whith o stfietent tber of tietbers have been ap-
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69
potited under stbseetion b to constittte a quort ph-
+ o more pubhe heartnes:

5 AFFHORIAATION 6F APPROPRIATIONS—There 18

*S 4668 RS



70

| their echoibility for intereolestat RWE "

2 that—

4 mstitation; a conferenee; an emplovee of a eon-
6 student athlete who 18 enrolled at or committed to
8 thetn to transfer to or enrol at an thstitution except
9 for durine the 5 conseentive weeks startine ¥ days
12 whieh the student athlete competes and i whieh
13 student athletes frem the same ntereolestate ath-
14 letie assoetation ecompeted:

15 {2) prohibit an athlete agent from contactne
18 enrolled at or committed to another mstitation for
19 the prrpose of facthtatine the transter or enrolhment
20 of the stadent athlete at the contacted mstitution ex-
21 eept for durie the 5 conseenttve weeks startine ¥
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71
mstitation; a conferenee; an emplovee of a eon-
opted i to reeetve steh reeruttment or contact; or
mstitation; a volunteer of an institution; an asseet-
ated entity; an athlete agent; a econference; an em-
plovee of o cotderetrees o o vohtteet of o conferenee
from tduette a stadent athlete to enroll at an msh-
eraphs (h; (25 or 5

& eonference; or an nstitation to enforee or comply with;

1 seetion H4:
2 seetion H5;

*S 4668 RS
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14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

72
67 seetion H2;
O rales; bylaws; or requirements of an inter-
a speetfte mstituntion 13 seleeted to partietpate 1 &
&) seetion 103; and

{1 mmpese & fine against an mstitation; an em-
plovee; or volunteer of an mstitution; a conferenee;
for a violation of seettons HO; H2Z; H5; H4; or
H5:
teer of an msttution; a conferenee; or an employee

*S 4668 RS



O o0 N N B W

[\ I \© R \O I O R N i e e e e e D e e
W N = O O 0 N R, WD = O

73

tournaments; for a volation of seetions HO; H2;
H35 Hds or Hos
who—

& varstty sports team under seetion H3:

B) has transferred to an mstitation 1 &

or

102

regulations wnplementing paragraphs (B threngh (9 of
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| SEC. 119. PRIVATE RIGHT OF ACTION.
at appropriate State eotrt ondy for a violatton of the fol-

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

| H“vi Hos

etation; & eonferenee; o an ihstitttion has not
a eottlerenee comprised of any steh stitations:
atel
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[E—

etation; & eonferenee; o an ihstitttion has not

O o0 9 AN U B~ W

[ w—
e

13 a cotferenee comprised of any steh mstintons:

[—
N

ahet

[S—
()}

1 Seetton H4h)-
19 abthts set forth i seetionr H shadl not be Htted by =
21 e Ree—
22 H B aivERE— 2 el aetion broueht
24 the cottt tas weetd the phrtf—
25 25 ettt dertrrroess wnd

—
o X O
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76
23 ATFORNEYS FEES ANDP costs—In & ervit
chade a pre-dispute arbitration agreement {as
Codet H o aereerent sith o stident athlete
regarding a provision of this title or an amend-
B FREATMENT oF erA—H & elaim for
a violatton of this Hte arises; a stadent athlete
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77
foree a pre-dispute jomt-action waiver {as defined m
a student athlete or eroup of student athletes with
respeet to & dispute arisine under this title or an

H a ekaim made by any entity or thdividual
D: Cal: June 6; 2025); regarding whether a
Hot; aft emplovee of an Hstitation; a volinteer of an
mstitation; a conference; an employee of a eon-

*S 4668 RS
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18
19

78
June 6; 2025)
broteht by a person under this seetion only i prier
29 ket oF crrbE—tn the event o ette s
mitted:

20 intereollectate athletie asseoctation; or any agent thereofs
21 may diseharee; demote; saspends withdraw or rediee bene-
22 #$ts from; threaten; harass; or i any other manner dis-
23 ertminate against an employee; a stadent athlete; a pro-
24 speetive student athlete; a former student athlete; a eon-
25 trenetors o stheotttaetots o serviee providets o ant aeeht
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I of an msttution; o conferenee; or an ttercollegtate ath-
3 individual—

4 1 to provide nformation to; or eanuse mforma-
6 Government; an ageney of State covernment; Con-
7 eress; of any law enforeement ageney regarding any
9 heves to be a violation of this Hitle; or

11 i, or otherwise assist 1 a proeeedine filed or about
12 to be filed relatine to an alleced wiolation of this
13 titles

14 h EFORCEMENT AT oN—

15 1 By 6BNERAE—An mdividual agerieved by a
17 the appropriate distriet eourt of the United States
18 for the relief set forth i paragraph (2

20 action ander paragraph () may obtain—

21 25 eotpetsatory duttnees atd the eost of
22 the aettot; thehrdine reasonable attorney’s fees
25 at tavs eqiitable rehef that may be necessary or
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80
appropriate to eorreet a violation of subseetion
the; and
ployee—
=terte hves o tder ate ktbot cotrteaet
Hon of emplovient; or athletie aereement or partiet-
patton:
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7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
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22
23
24

81
of & dispute arising under this seetion:
that—
{2) eoverns; reexwlates; or mvalidates polietes or

rales of an nstitation; & conferenee; or an mtereolle-
£ the compensation to a student athlete

o

H the chothibte of o stadent athlete o
) Preservarion oF Stark Laws—The followine
State tawes; rrdes; reerdations; o reqtirements; o eottnon
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1 wlation; reeqtrement; or common law rieht or remedy eon-

3

O o0 9 N W B~

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

£ Fort law=

5> Any lavws; whether statutory or eommon lavws
saHs ey o harassment; or other fianetak

£ Fraed
16> Frademark tas
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83
mark or eopyrieht faws
SEC. 122. NEUTRALITY ON EMPLOYEE OR NON-EMPLOYEE
STATUS:
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TITEE H—SPORTS
BROADCASTING
or 1961—The Sports Broadeastine et of 1961+ i
aended—
) by redesignating sections 5 and 6 35
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HiE thedts Hhe ettt fortred by o jott aeteetient
Hoh to a student for the wndereradunte or
ane
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86
“HH 18 1 an amount that dees not ex-

to an indivdaad who s a stodent athlete or &

Hor'—

States: or

COITY wapticinate i i Hoei
State;

*S 4668 RS



O o0 N N B W

[\© TN NG N N T NS R NS R NS R N e T e e T e T e T T
b A W D= O 0 NN NN R, WD = O

Hot; aned
“v) 18 not a conferenee;
By melades—

sport of foothatt
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88
“EY means o sport plaved at the hter-
bttty reeprrements for parbietpation by a sta-
“B) does not melade a reereational; intra-
maral; or elab spert:
Hty; means a conference that 15 & member of the

NS SONTTNUEING
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competitions or ecompetes for a varsty sports
: Hestate athletic s within i He.
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90
LAY are both members of the eovered enti-

ferenee; and
SHY sports teamt meats o teatt cotposed of stadent
SEC. 202. LIMITATION ON LIABILITY FOR TRANSMISSION
OF COLLEGIATE SPORTS COMPETITIONS.

F]] '.'b.
“SECTION 1. EXEMPTION OF CERTAIN AGREEMENTS FROM
ANTITRUST EAWS.

streh thsttations as members; to form and operate a eov-
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4 or conferences th the sponsered telecastine of the inter-
11 “Seettonr Ha) and
13 e St seetton Has
16 tton Ha)" and
17 3 i seetion 4 (35 U5 1294 by strikine
18 “seettont 12 and tserte “seeton Hao s
19 SEC. 203. REQUIREMENTS FOR ENTITIES SELLING MEDIA
20 RIGHTS.
21 The Sports Broadeastine et of 19645 as amended
23  after seetion 4 5 H5:6- 12945 the followine:
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1 “SEC. 5. REQUIREMENTS FOR ENTITIES SELLING MEDIA

2 RIGHTS.
6 +ity unless the covered entity eomphes with the require-
7 wents under this seetion and seetion 6-

10 ment to form the covered entity shall be comprised
11 of a voluntary assoetation of mstitations eor eon-
12 ferenees that heludes; at a mintnans as of the date

13 ont which the joint aorveement is entered into: not
14 less than 75 pereent of the institutions participatine
15 in the Foothall Bowl Subdivision: as defined by
16 Brbw 20-0-9 of the National Collesinte Athletie As-

17 sochttoHs

18 =2 PR O REQHEHREHRN—

19 A By obENERAE—The covered entity
20 st offer tretbership ot fadt atd tondisert-
21 tatory terms to each conferenee and each tst-
22 tation that 18 i Divisien L as defined by Bylaw
24 tion as of the date of ennetment of the Proteet

25 CoHeee Sports Aet of 2026
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ey Vorrie RiHs—

t—
eonference or member mstitution has
1 vote on each type of deeiston or de-
24 ol
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94
and
tenated wnder elatse 3 has + vote on &
paragraph (2HE)-
& conference and 1 or more of
of the eovered entity; the conference shall be a

entity; shall require a vote totaline not less than
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95
ecovered entity; shall require a vote totaline not
less than a majority of the member eonferenees
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od in aeeordat ith subseetion (H2HO):

ahet

shat—
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ber institution reeetves a mintmum dis-
whder a bylaw adopted th aecordanee with
more ecolleetive media riehts revente {ex-
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et ProTrerroN oF WoMBENS AND ObvMpie

SPORTQ
TR,

SPorts prograt:
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25

99
member conferenee; as a condition of recetvine a dis-
the member thstitation or member conferenee; deter-
v shall mattain a weHten aereement; bindine on all
et
‘o) PRESERVATION OF CONFERENCE OPPONENES
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nents i itereollegtate foothall of & member nstita-
date of enaetment:
nents i mtereolestate football of & member M-
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101
constitute & tradittonal rivalry every 4
vear with an institation that 8 1 o di-
B INSPEFETIONS WHPH FEWER PHAN 4

OBTF-OF-CONFERENCE RFVARS—H & member th-
subparagraph ()5 and fewer than 4 of the top
tions that belone to a different conference; the

*S 4668 RS
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20
21
22
23
24
25

102
of 2026-

nents; and

parasraph {2); & person agerieved by & violation of
seetion Hb); this seetion: seetion 6; or seetion 7 in-
ehiditte & party to « joint aereement to form the eov-
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103
ered entity; may bring a ervil action against the eovw
eraph ) for a violation of seetton Hb) this seettons
seetion 6 or seetion 7 H—
the eivil netion; the person provides to the de-
fendant specifie notice of the viokation ahd an
dute of the notice deseribed in subparastaph
=

THONATT—

wnder Federad or State laws establish or be con-
fer any media richts to the eovered entity or to ere-
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104
Aet; any amendments made by this Aet; or a deet-

EEGE FOOTBALLE AND BASKETBALL:

“SEC: 6: MARKET-LEEVEL BROADCAST ACCESS FOR COL-

LEGE FOOTBALL AND BASKETBALL.
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i} eonststs of a destennted market
an mstitation that 18 & member of the eov-
market area; or destenated market area
eateds 1 which a substantial portion of the

*S 4668 RS
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thatt 1 entet to earry o hve thtercolleetate athlette
loeal destenated market area of a member nstitation
“H B eENERAE—AS & condition of the ex-
shall make commererally avatlable by purehase or k-
than 1 Leeal Outlet in a eiven destenated market
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Federal Commn-
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ERS OR ACQUISITION.

20 The Sports Broadenstine Aet of 1961 is amended by
21 insertine after seetion 6 {as added by seetion 204 of this
22 Aet) the folowine:
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“SEC. 7. PROHIBITION ON CERTAIN CONFERENCE MERG-

ERS AND ACQUISITIONS:.
corferenee; H as o restlt of the teansaction; the number
S

SCHOEASTIC FOOTBALL CONTEST LEIMITA-

TIONS:
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eetmber’;

t2) i1 paragraph (Z); by steikne “and” at the
e
the end and insertine <5 and™s and
SEG: 207 MEDIA RIGHTS UTHHZATION REQUIREMENT FOR
COLLEGE SPORTS OTHER THAN FOOTBALL
AND BASKETBALL.
Aets
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i a sport other than football or baskethall are seld; k-
eensed; or otherwise eonveved by the eovered entity or #s

crriE—H o distributor to which media riohts For
mtereoleetate athletic eompetitions i a sport other

which the riehts are solds heensed; or otherwise eon-
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mretber Histttaton; o member eonferenee:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as the “Pro-
tect College Sports Act of 20267
(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of contents for

this Act 1s as follows:
Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.

TITLE I—PROTECTIONS OF STUDENT ATHLETES AND FAIR
COMPETITION

Sec. 100. Definitions.

Sec. 101. Name, image, and likeness protections.

Sec. 102. Modifications to Sports Agent Responsibility and Trust Act.

Sec. 103. Agent registry requirements for intercollegiate athletic associations.

Sec. 104. Disclosures and establishment of name, image, and likeness agreement
database.

Sec. 105. Academic protections.

Sec. 106. Medical coverage requirements.

Sec. 107. Health, wellness, and safety standards.

Sec. 108. Office of the Student Athlete Ombudsman.

Sec. 109. Comparable standards for access to facilities, services, and events.

Sec. 110. Rules governing certain mid-season coaching transitions.

Sec. 111. Student athlete representation on intercollegiate athletic association
governing boards.

Sec. 112. Transfer protections.

Sec. 113. Eligibility to participate in intercollegiate sports.
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114. Prohibited compensation and agreements.

115. Extension of the revenue share cap.

116. Commission on the Future of College Athletics.
117. Recruitment and tampering.

118. Limaitation on liability.

119. Private rght of action.

120. Whastleblower protection.

121. Relationship to existing law.

Sec. 122

22. Neutrality on employee or non-employee status.

Sec. 123

Sec.
Sec. 12
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

23. Applicability.

124. Severability.

25. Protection of women’s sports and Olympic sports.

126. Mid-sized conference representation on intercollegiate athletic associa-
tion governing boards.

TITLE II—SPORTS BROADCASTING

201. Definitions.

202. Limitation on lLiability for transmission of collegiate sports compeli-
tions.

203. Requirements for entities selling media rights.

204. Market level broadcast access for college football and basketball.

205. Prohibition on certain conference mergers or acquisition.

206. Amendments to intercollegiate and interscholastic football contest limi-
tations.

207. Media rights utilization requirement for college sports other than foot-
ball and basketball.

TITLE I—PROTECTIONS OF STU-

DENT ATHLETES AND FAIR
COMPETITION

SEC. 100. DEFINITIONS.

In this title:

(1) ANTITRUST LAWS.—The term “antitrust
laws” has the meaning given that term in the 1st sec-
tion of the Clayton Act (15 U.S.C. 12) and includes—

(A) section 5 of the Federal Trade Commas-
ston Act (15 U.S.C. 45) to the extent that such
section 5 applies to unfair methods of competi-

tion; and
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(B) any stmilar State antitrust law, includ-
mg a State law provision that applies to cov-
ering unfair methods of competition having the
Jorce and effect of law.

(2) ASSOCIATED ENTITY.—The term “‘associated

entity” means any indiwidual or entity, including a

collective, that 1s—

(A) known, or should have been known, to
exist for or act for the benefit of, in coordination
with, or at the direction of an institution to pro-
mote or support an institution’s athletics pro-
gram or student athletes, including by creating
or identifying name, 1mage, and likeness com-
pensation opportunities for an institution’s stu-
dent athletes;

(B) an indiwvidual or entity that is or was
a member, employee, dirvector, officer, owner, or
agent of an individual or entity described in
subparagraph (A);

(C) an individual or entity that divectly or
wmdirectly (including contributions by an affili-
ated entity, indiwvidual, or family member) has
contributed more than $50,000 over their lifetime
to a particular institution or to an indwidual or

entity described in subparagraph (A);
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1 (D) an individual or entity that has di-
2 rectly or indirectly been directed or requested by
3 an institution or third party acting on behalf of,
4 Jor the benefit of, in coordination with, or at the
5 direction of an institution to assist in the re-
6 cruittment or retention of student athletes or pro-
7 spective student athletes, or otherwise has as-
8 sisted in the recruitment or retention of student
9 athletes or prospective student athletes; or

10 (E) an individual or entity owned, con-
11 trolled, or operated by, or otherwise affiliated
12 with the indiwiduals or entities described in sub-
13 paragraph (A).

14 (3) ATHLETE AGENT.—The term “athlete agent”
15 has the meaning given that term in section 2 of the
16 Sports Agent Responsibility and Trust Act (15 U.S.C.
17 7801).

18 (4) COLLECTIVE.—The term “collective”—

19 (A) means a person, corporation, booster or-

20 ganization, tax-exempt organization, or other en-

21 tity that provides donations or other support di-

22 rectly or indirectly to or for the benefit or sup-

23 port of—

24 (1) a student athlete who s enrolled, or

25 who may enroll, at an institution; or
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(11) the ntercollegiate athletics pro-
gram or any booster organization of an in-
stitution; and
(B) does not include—
(1) an vmmediate family member of a
student athlete; or
(11) an individual or entity that—
(1) licenses trademark rghts of an
institution; and
(11) does not—

(aa) license name, image,
and likeness rights of student ath-
letes; or

(bb) make payments ear-
marked or designated to fund
name, image, or likeness licenses
or other payments to student ath-
letes.

(5)  COMPENSATION.—The term  “compensa-
tion”"—

(A) means any payment, remuneration, or
benefit provided to a student athlete or a pro-
spective student athlete; and

(B) does not include—

(1) grants-in-aid;
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(11) Federal Pell Grants provided

under section 401 of the Higher Education
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1070a) or any other
Federal or State grants unrelated to and
not awarded with regard to participation
mn antercollegiate sports;

(111) health insurance and the costs of
health care funded by an institution, inter-
collegiate athletic association, or conference;

(iv) disability and loss-of-value insur-
ance, including disability and loss-of-value
msurance funded by an institution, inter-
collegiate athletic association, or conference;

(v) career counseling, job placement
services, or other guidance available to all
students at an institution;

(vi) hourly wages and benefits for work
performed outside of participating in inter-
collegiate sports at a rate commensurate
with the prevailing rate wn the relevant
State or locality for similar work;

(vir) enhanced education benefits, in-
cluding academic awards;

(vitr) financial literacy or tax edu-

cation resowrces; or
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(ix) any program to connect student
athletes with employers and facilitate em-
ployment opportunities, 1f—

(I) the financial terms of such em-
ployment opportunities are consistent
with the terms offered to similarly sit-
wated employees who are not student
athletes; and

(I1) such program s not used to
mduce a student athlete to attend a
particular institution.

(6) CONFERENCE.—The term “conference” means
any organization that s not an intercollegiate ath-
letic association and that—

(A) has 2 or more institutions as members;
and

(B) arranges championships for intercolle-
giate athletic competitions or sets rules for inter-
collegiate athletic competition.

(7) COST OF ATTENDANCE.—The term “cost of
attendance”™—

(A) has the meaning given that term in sec-

tion 472 of the Higher Education Act of 1965

(20 U.S.C. 108711); and
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(B) shall be calculated by the financial avd

office of an institution applying the same stand-

ards, policies, and procedures for all students.

(8) GRANT-IN-AID.—The term “grant-in-aid”
means—

(A) a scholarship, grant, stipend, or other

Jorm of financial assistance, including the provi-

ston of tuition, room, board, books, or funds for

fees or personal expenses, that—

(1) 1s paid or provided by an institu-
tion to a student for the undergraduate or
graduate education of the student; and

(1) 1s in an amount that does not ex-
ceed the cost of attendance for such student
at the institution; and
(B) does not include compensation pard to

a student athlete.

(9) IMAGE.—With respect to a student athlete,
the term “emage” means a picture, video, computer-
generated representation, or other depiction that iden-
tifies, 1s linked to, or is reasonably linked to the stu-
dent athlete.

(10) INSTITUTION.—Kxcept as otherwise explic-
itly provided, the term “institution™ has the meaning

gwen the term “institution of higher education”
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under section 101 of the Higher Education Act of

1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001).

(11) INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETIC — ASSOCIA-
TION—The term “intercollegiate athletic associa-
tion”"—

(A) means any organization, not-for-profit
corporation, association, or any other group or-
ganized in the United States that—

(1) sponsors or arranges intercollegiate
athletic competition between institutions;

(11) sets common rules, standards, pro-
cedures, or guidelines for the administration
of intercollegiate athletic competition;

(111) s composed of 2 or more institu-
tions or conferences that arve located in dif-
ferent States or participate in intercolle-
giate athletic competition in more than 1
State; and

(1v) 1s not a conference;

(B) includes—

(1) the National Collegiate Athletic As-
sociation; and

(11) any other national intercollegiate

athletic association; and

*S 4668 RS



O© 00 3 O WD B W N =

| \O 2N \© R NS R \O N N0 N N e e e e e T e e e e
A W O = O O 0NN N N R WD = O

120

(C) does not include a corporation, associa-
tion, or other group affiliated with professional
athletic competition.

(12) INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETIC COMPETI-

TION.—The term “intercollegiate athletic competi-

tion” means any intercollegiate sport contest, game,
meet, match, tournament, regatta, or other intercolle-
giate sport event in which student athletes or varsity
sports teams compete.

(13)  INTERCOLLEGIATE  SPORT—The  term
“intercollegiate sport”—

(A) means a sport played between institu-
twons for which eligibility requirements for par-
ticipation by a student athlete are established by
an intercollegiate athletic association; and

(B) does not include a recreational, intra-
mural, or club sport.

(14) LIKENESS.—With respect to a student ath-
lete, the term “likeness” means a physical or digital
depiction or representation that identifies, 1s linked
to, or is reasonably linked to the student athlete, in-
cluding —

(A) the uniquely identifiable body, physical

characteristics, or voice of the student athlete;
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(B) any other mark that identifies or dis-
tinguishes the student athlete; or
(C) the jersey number associated with the
student athlete during the period of athletic par-
ticipation by the student athlete at an institu-
tion if the jersey number is accompanied by—
(1) a logo or color scheme that is clear-
ly associated with the institution; or
(11) some other means by which the jer-
sey number is associated with the student
athlete.

(15) NAME.—With respect to a student athlete,
the term “name” means the first or last name that
identifies the student athlete, a nickname or asswmed
name of the student athlete, or a username associated
with the student athlete on any public-facing internet
platform when used in a context that identifies, is
linked to, or is reasonably linked to the student ath-
lete.

(16) NAME, IMAGE, AND LIKENESS AGREE-
MENT.—The term “name, 1mage, and likeness agree-
ment” means a contract or similar agreement between
a student athlete (or group of student athletes) and a
conference, institution, intercollegiate athletic associa-

tion, associated entity, collective, or thirvd party re-
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garding the commercial use of the name, vmage, and
likeness rights of the student athlete (or group of stu-
dent athletes).

(17) NAME, IMAGE, AND LIKENESS RIGHTS.—The
term “name, 1mage, and likeness rights” means the
ability of a student athlete to market and profit from
the commercial use of his or her name, vmage, or like-
ness.

(18) PROSPECTIVE STUDENT ATHLETE.—The
term “prospective student athlete” means an indi-
vidual who 1s recruited, actively being recruited, or
has been contacted for the purposes of recruitment to
attend an institution as a student athlete, but has not
yet envolled at the institution.

(19) REVENUE SHARE CcAP.—The term “revenue
share cap” means the Benefits Pool Limat set forth in
the Injunctive Relief Settlement Agreement approved
by the court in “In Re College Athlete NIL Litiga-
tion”, No. 20-cv—03919 (N.D. Cal. June 6, 2025), or
as modified pursuant to the amendment provision
specified in paragraph 55 of that settlement.

(20) STUDENT ATHLETE.—The term “student
athlete” means an individual who s enrolled as a

Jull-time student at an institution and who—
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(A) makes satisfactory progress towards
completing a degree; and

(B) participates in intercollegiate athletic
competition or competes for a wvarsity sports
team as part of the institution’s educational, de-
velopmental, or extracurricular programs.

(21) THIRD PARTY.~—The term “third party”
means an dwidual or entity that is not an institu-
tion, associated entity, collective, conference, or inter-
collegiate athletic association.

(22) VALID BUSINESS PURPOSE.—The term
“valid business purpose’” means a purpose genwinely
related to the promotion of goods or services provided
to the general public for profit.

(23) VARSITY SPORTS TEAM.—The term “varsity
sports team”™ means a sports team composed of stu-
dent athletes that s organized by an institution for
the purpose of intercollegiate athletic competition.

SEC. 101. NAME, IMAGE, AND LIKENESS PROTECTIONS.
(a) STUDENT ATHLETE NAME, IMAGE, AND LIKENESS
COMPENSATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL—Except as provided in this
title, an institution, conference, intercollegiate athletic
association, or any representative of such an entity

may not—
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(A) restrict the ability of a student athlete,

group of student athletes, or prospective student
athlete—

(1) to market or earn compensation for
the value of their name, 1mage, or likeness
rights; or

(i1) to enter into a name, 1mage, and
likeness agreement;

(B) restrict the eligibility for intercollegiate
athletic competition for a student athlete or pro-
spective student athlete on the basis of the stu-
dent athlete or prospective student athlete enter-
mg wnto a name, 1mage, and likeness agreement
or marketing or earning compensation for the
value of their name, 1mage, or likeness;

(C) unless otherwise required by law, limait
the eligibility or opportunity of a student athlete
or prospective student athlete to apply for or re-
cewve a grant-in-aid, including the amount, du-
ration, or renewal of such grant-in-aid, on the
basis of the student athlete or prospective student
athlete entering into a name, image, and likeness
agreement, or marketing or earning compensa-
tion for the value of their name, 1vmage, or like-

ness; or
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(D) unless otherwise required by law, re-
voke, reduce, or decline to renew a grant-in-avd
Jor a student athlete or prospective student ath-
lete based on the student athlete or prospective
student athlete entering into a name, ivmage, and
likeness agreement or marketing or earning com-
pensation for the value of their name, image, or
likeness.

(2) CONSENT AND COMPENSATION FOR GROUP
USE.—An anstitution, conference, intercollegiate ath-
letic association, collective, third party, or any rep-
resentative thereof, may not use the name, 1vmage, or
likeness of any group of student athletes to sell or pro-
mote any product or service unless the institution,
conference, athletic association, collective, or third
party, as the case may be, obtains an agreement from
each member of the group for that purpose.

(3) EXCEPTIONS.—

(A) CERTAIN AGREEMENTS.—An institution
may restrict the eligibility for intercollegiate ath-
letic competition of a student athlete or prospec-
twe student athlete who enters into a name,
vmage, and likeness agreement that violates the
code of student conduct of the institution that

applies to all students enrolled at the institution.

*S 4668 RS



126

1 (B) CERTAIN USES.—An institution may
2 restrict the eligibility for intercollegiate athletic
3 competition of a student athlete or prospective
4 student athlete 1if, in connection with a name,
5 vmage, and likeness agreement, the student ath-
6 lete or prospective student athlete uses a facility,
7 uniform, equipment, registered or unregistered
8 trademanrk, copyright-protected product, or the
9 official logo, mark, or other indicia of the insti-
10 tution without the express consent of the institu-
11 tion.

12 (b) MANDATORY DISCLOSURES BY STUDENT ATH-
13 LETES.—

14 (1) IN GENERAL.—AIl student athletes shall re-
15 port to their institution—

16 (A) not later than 5 days after entering into
17 a name, vmage, and likeness agreement, the
18 terms of any such agreement that exceeds $600
19 m - value, wncluding multiple payments, remu-
20 nerations, or benefits from the same entity that
21 exceeds a total of $600 over a 12-month period;
22 and

23 (B) to the extent not reported under sub-
24 paragraph (A), not later than 30 days after re-
25 cewving compensation for the name, vmage, or
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likeness of the student athlete, the amount and
source of any such compensation that exceeds
$600, including multiple payments, remunera-
tions, or benefits from the same entity that ex-
ceeds a total of $600 over a 12-month period.

(2) MANDATORY DISCLOSURES BY RECRUITED

ATHLETES.—With respect to a student athlete or pro-
spective student athlete who s recruited to attend, but
18 not yet enrolled in, an institution, the student ath-
lete or prospective student athlete shall report to the

nstitution—

(A) the terms of any current or ongoing
name, 1mage, and likeness agreement that ex-
ceeds $600 in value, including multiple pay-
ments, remunerations, or benefits from the same
entity that exceeds a total of $600 over a 12-
month period; and

(B) to the extent not reported under sub-
paragraph (A), the amount and source of any
current or ongovng name, vmage, and likeness
compensation that exceeds $600, including mul-
tiple payments, remunerations, or benefits from
the same person that exceeds a total of $600 over
a 12-month period.

(3) EXCEPTION.—
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(A) IN GENERAL—Paragraphs (1) and (2)
shall not apply to either marketing or earning
compensation for the value of the name, image,
and likeness rights of a student athlete or to the
compensation within a name, image, and like-
ness agreement in which a student athlete re-
cewes less than $600, including multiple pay-
ments, remunerations, or benefits from the same

person that totals less than $600 over a 12-

month period.

(B) ADJUSTMENT FOR INFLATION.—The
amount described in clause (v) shall be adjusted

Jor anflation by the percent increase, if any, in

the Consumer Price Index for All Urban Con-

sumers published by the Bureaw of Labor Statis-
tics of the Department of Labor for the most re-
cent 12-month period for which applicable data

18 available.

(4) RELEASE OF INFORMATION.—HKzxcept as pro-
vided in section 104 or as necessary to comply with
this Act, an institution may not release any informa-
tion provided by a student athlete or prospective stu-
dent athlete in a disclosure under paragraph (1) or
(2) without the express written consent of the student

athlete, prospective student athlete, athlete agent of
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the student athlete or prospective student athlete, or,
m case of a minor, the parent or legal guardian of
the minor.

(5) LIMITATION.—This subsection shall apply
only to student athletes and prospective student ath-
letes of institutions whose primary membership is in
Division I, as defined by bylaw 20.9 of the National
Collegiate Athletic Association, or a successor bylaw.
(¢) NAME, IMAGE, OrR LIKENESS COMPENSATION BY

INSTITUTIONS.—Subject to the requirements of this title, an
wstitution, intercollegiate athletic association, conference,
collective, associated entity, or third party, may pay, pro-
vide, or facilitate compensation to a student athlete for the

use of the name, image, or likeness of the student athlete.

(d) RIGHT TO REPRESENTATION.—An institution,
wtercollegiate athletic association, or conference may not
restrict the eligibility for intercollegiate athletic competi-
tion, or any other event or activity relating to intercolle-
giate athletic competition, of a prospective student athlete
or student athlete based on the prospective student athlete
or student athlete having obtained an athlete agent or legal
representative.

(e) EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES REGARDING THIS
TrrLE.—An antercollegiate athletic association shall pro-

vide student athletes and prospective student athletes and
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the parents or guardians of student athletes or prospective
student athletes with educational materials relating to this
title.
SEC. 102. MODIFICATIONS TO SPORTS AGENT RESPONSI-
BILITY AND TRUST ACT.

(a) IN GENERAL—The Sports Agent Responsibility

and Trust Act (15 U.S.C. 7801 et seq.) is amended—
(1) wn section 2 (15 U.S.C. 7801)—

(A) in paragraph (5), by inserting before
the period the following: “and includes any
name, 1mage, and likeness agreement as defined
wm section 100 of the Protect College Sports Act
of 2026”;

(B) by redesignating  paragraphs  (6)
through (9) as paragraphs (7) through (10), re-
spectively; and

(C) by inserting after paragraph (5) the fol-
lowing:

“(6) INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETIC — ASSOCIA-

TION—The term ‘intercollegiate athletic association’
has the meaning given that term in section 100 of
Protect College Sports Act of 20267;

(2) in section 3 (15 U.S.C. 7802)—

(A) in subsection (a)—
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(1) in paragraph (2), by striking “or”
at the end;

(11) n paragraph (3), by striking the
period at the end and inserting a semicolon;
and

(11r) by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

“(4) enter into an agency contract or represent
a student athlete in a manner that violates section 9;

“(5) charge a student athlete a fee in connection
with an endorsement contract that exceeds 5 percent
of the value of the endorsement contract;

“(6) enter into an agency contract with an ath-
lete for a term that extends beyond the eligibility of
the student athlete to participate in intercollegiate
sport;

“(7) make any materially false, deceptive, or
fraudulent representation as an athlete agent, includ-
mg  any materially  false, deceptive, or fraudulent
statement to a student athlete or prospective student
athlete that wmaisrepresents the existence, nature, or
value of a name, image, or likeness opportunity the
athlete agent can arrange on behalf of the student ath-

lete or prospective student athlete through recruitment

*S 4668 RS



O o0 N N W BB W

[\© TN NG I N TR NS I NS R NS B N e T e e T e T e e T
[ B NG U N N = = N R - BN B o) W ) B ~S O I NO S e

132

or transfer to an institution (as defined in section
100 of the Protect College Sports Act of 2026); or
“(8) make a materially false, deceptive, or fraud-
ulent statement in the application for registration as
an athlete agent.”; and
(B) in subsection (b)(3), by striking “Warn-
g to Student Athlete: If you agree orally or in
writing to be represented by an agent now or in
the future you may lose your eligibility to com-
pete as a student athlete in your sport.”;
(3) by imserting after section 5 (15 U.S.C. 7804)
the following:
“SEC. 5A. PRIVATE RIGHT OF ACTION.

“la) IN GENERAL.—Any current or former student
athlete alleging a violation of paragraphs (4) through (8)
of section 3(a), section 9, or section 10 may bring a civil
action i an appropriate district court of the Unated States
or m an appropriate State court.

“(b) RELIEF.—In a civil action brought under sub-
section (a) in which the plaintiff prevails, the court may
award—

“(1) a declaratory judgment that a name, image,
or likeness agreement (as defined in section 100 of the

Protect College Sports Act of 2026) or an agency con-

tract, as applicable, is null and void; and
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“(2) actual damages.

“(c) ATTORNEY’S FEES AND COSTS.—In a civil action
brought under subsection (a) in which the defendant is not
an istitution (as defined in section 100 of the Protect Col-
lege Sports Act of 2026), the court may, in its discretion,
award reasonable attorney’s fees and litigation costs.

“(d) INvALIDITY OF PRE-DISPUTE ARBITRATION
AGREEMENTS AND PRE-DISPUTE JOINT ACTION WAIV-
ERS.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any other
provision of law, no pre-dispute arbitration agree-
ment or pre-dispute joint action waiver shall be valid
or enforceable against a student athlete with respect
to a dispute arising under this Act.

“(2) APPLICABILITY.—Any determination as to
whether or how paragraph (1) applies to any dispute
shall be made by a court, rather than an arbitrator,
without regard to whether the agreement or waiver
that s the subject of the dispute purports to delegate
such determination to an arbitrator.

“(3) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

“(A) PRE-DISPUTE ARBITRATION AGREE-

MENT.—The term ‘pre-dispute arbitration agree-

ment’ means any agreement to arbitrate a dis-
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1 pute that has not arisen at the time of the mak-
2 g of the agreement.
3 “(B) PRE-DISPUTE JOINT-ACTION WAIV-
4 ER.—The term ‘pre-dispute joint-action waiver’
5 means an agreement, whether or not part of a
6 pre-dispute arbitration agreement, that would
7 prohibit, or waive the right of, one of the parties
8 to the agreement to participate in a joint, class,
9 or collective action n a judicial, arbitral, ad-
10 ministrative, or other forum, concerning a dis-
11 pute that has not yet arisen at the time of the
12 making of the agreement.”; and
13 (4) by adding at the end the following:
14 “SEC. 9. REGISTRATION OF ATHLETE AGENTS AND OTHER
15 REQUIREMENTS.
16 “(a) IN GENERAL.—An athlete agent who seeks to rep-
17 wresent a student athlete in an endorsement contract shall—
18 “(1) register with a State before representing a
19 student athlete for an endorsement contract; and
20 “(2) enter into an agency contract with the stu-
21 dent athlete before providing representation in an en-
22 dorsement contract.
23 “(b) REGISTRATION ESTABLISHED.—An individual is

24 deemed to be registered with a State for purposes of this

25 section if the individual 1s—
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“(1) a registered professional sports agent with a
professional sports league or players association, in
good standing; or

“(2) registered and certified under the All State
Uniform Agent Acts in the State in which the agent
operates, in good standing.

“(¢) CERTIFICATION TO INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETIC
ASSOCIATIONS.—

“(1) REQUIREMENT.—An athlete agent that rep-
resents a student athlete shall certify to each applica-
ble ntercollegiate athletic association that the athlete
agent 1s registered with a State.

“(2) PROHIBITION.—It is unlawful for an indi-
vidual to certify to an intercollegiate athletic associa-
tion that the individual 1s an athlete agent if the in-
duvidual 1s not registered with a State.

“(d) REQUIREMENTS FOR AGENCY CONTRACTS.—To
be a valid contract, an agency contract shall—

“(1) state the name of each party to the contract;

“(2) state the term of the contract;

“(3) state the registration information for the
athlete agent; and

“(4) state the fee or commission charged by the

athlete agent.
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“SEC. 10. ENDORSEMENT CONTRACT REQUIREMENTS.

“An endorsement contract made in interstate or for-

eign commerce 18, at the option of the student athlete, void

Jfrom the inception of such contract if such contract does

not satisfy the following requirements:

“(1) The contract is in writing.

“(2) The contract plainly states that the student
athlete has the right to obtain or retain an athlete
agent or legal representation with respect to the con-
tract.

“(3) The contract contains—

“(A) a description of services rendered;

“(B) the names of each party to the con-
tract;

“(C) the terms of the contract;

“(D) the amount of compensation to be pro-
vided to the student athlete under the contract;

“(E) a provision specifying the cir-
cumstance or event that would result in the ter-
mination of the contract due to nonperformance
of obligations by the student athlete or other par-
ties to the contract; and

“(F) a provision specifying that the validity
and effectiveness of the contract, and the provi-
sion of compensation to the student athlete under
the contract, 1s not conditioned upon any express

*S 4668 RS



137

1 or implicit requirement that the student athlete
2 enroll or remain enrolled at an institution or re-
3 side in a particular location within the United
4 States, unless the party making the contract
5 with the student athlete is an institution, con-
6 ference, associated entity, or collective affiliated
7 with the institution and the contract 1s entered
8 wto after the student athlete has enrolled at such
9 institution.
10 “(4) The contract 1s not for a term that extends
11 beyond the eligibility of the student athlete to partici-
12 pate in intercollegiate sports.”.
13 (b) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.—The table of contents for

14 the Sports Agent Responsibility and Trust Act is amend-
15 ed—

16 (1) by inserting after the item relating to section
17 5 the following:

“Sec. 5A. Private right of action.”; and

18 (2) by adding at the end the following:

“Sec. 9. Registration of athlete agents and other requirements.
“Sec. 10. Endorsement contract requirements.”.

19 SEC. 103. AGENT REGISTRY REQUIREMENTS FOR INTER-
20 COLLEGIATE ATHLETIC ASSOCIATIONS.
21 (a) REQUIREMENTS OF INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETIC

22 ASSOCIATIONS.—An  intercollegiate athletic — association
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1 shall maintain a publicly available website that includes

2 a searchable database of athlete agents that—

3
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(1) are registered with a State and certified pur-
suant to section 9 of the Sports Agent Responsibility
and Trust Act, as added by section 102; and

(2) have certified compliance with all rules and
bylaws of such intercollegiate athletic association, in-
cluding any recruitment and tampering rules adopted
under section 117.

(b) DECERTIFICATION PERMITTED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—An intercollegiate athletic as-
sociation may decertify or fine an athlete agent for
any violations of section 9 of the Sports Agent Re-
sponsibility and Trust Act, as added by section 102,
or any violation of section 117 on recruitment and
tampering.

(2) EFFECT OF DECERTIFICATION.—An athlete
agent that s decertified pursuant to paragraph (1)
may not represent or contact a student athlete or pro-
spective student athlete of an institution that s «a

member of such intercollegiate athletic association.

SEC. 104. DISCLOSURES AND ESTABLISHMENT OF NAME,

IMAGE, AND LIKENESS AGREEMENT DATA-
BASE.

(a) DISCLOSURES BY INSTITUTIONS.—
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(1) DISCLOSURE OF DATA ON NAME, IMAGE, AND
LIKENESS AGREEMENTS.—Not later than July 1 of
the first year beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, and each July 1 thereafter, each in-
stitution shall disclose to the intercollegiate athletic
association of which the institution s a member, n
an anonymized manner, the following data:

(A) With respect to each name, image, and
likeness agreement disclosed to the institution by
a student athlete as required by section 101(b)—

(1) a description of services rendered;
and

(11) the amount of compensation to be
provided to the student athlete or group of
athletes under the agreement.

(B) With respect to each name, vmage, and
likeness agreement entered into between the insti-
tution and a student athlete, disaggregated by
mtercollegiate sports program—

(1) the number of agreements the insti-
tution entered into;

(i11) the average value of the agree-
ments; and

(111) the total value of the agreements.
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(2) REPORT ON REVENUE AND STUDENT OUT-
COMES.—Not later than 60 days after the date on
which an academic year ends, each institution with
1 or more intercollegiate sports programs shall submait
to the governing athletic association for such institu-
tion a report that includes, for the academic year, the
Jollowing:

(A) The amount of revenues and expendi-
tures of each such sports program, including the
amount of associated entity and third-party do-
nations, Federal funds, and State funds, includ-
g the total amount of remuneration for per-
sonnel of each intercollegiate sports program, in-
dwvidually by program and in the aggregate.

(B) The average number of hours student
athletes spent on intercollegiate athletic events
and  ntercolleqiate  athletic — competition,
disaggregated by sports program.

(C) The academic outcomes and majors for
student athletes, disaggregated by sports pro-
gram.

(3) TREATMENT OF MEN’S AND WOMEN’S PRO-
GRAMS.—An institution shall treat men’s and wom-

en’s sports programs as distinct sports programs for
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the purposes of disclosure and reporting obligations
under this subsection.

(4) PROTECTION OF PERSONALLY IDENTIFIABLE
INFORMATION.—In making a disclosure under para-
graph (1), an institution shall ensure that no person-
ally identifiable information of a student athlete is
transmitted to an intercollegiate athletic association.

(b) DISCLOSURES BY ASSOCIATIONS AND DATA-

BASE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than September of
the first year beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, each intercollegiate athletic associa-
tion shall establish and maintain a publicly acces-
sible, searchable database for student athletes and
thewr agents to estimate the fair market value for
name, 1mage, and likeness agreements, which shall in-
clude data collected under subsection (a)(2).

(2) CONTENT OF DATABASE.—An intercollegiate
athletic association shall include the data reported by
mstitutions pursuant to paragraphs (1) and (2) of
subsection (a) in the database described in paragraph
(1).

(3) UPDATE OF DATABASE.—An intercollegiate
athletic association shall update the database de-

seribed in paragraph (1) each September 1.
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(4) PRIvAcy.—An ntercollegiate athletic asso-
ciation shall take reasonable technical measures to en-
sure that information available in the database de-
seribed wn paragraph (1) may not be used to identify
a student athlete.

(¢) LIMITATION.—This section shall apply only to in-
stitutions whose primary membership is in Division I, as
defined by bylaw 20.9 of the National Collegiate Athletic
Association, or a successor bylaw, and shall not apply to
any Division II or Division I1I institution (as so defined)
that participates in a limited number of sports at the Divi-
sion I level.

SEC. 105. ACADEMIC PROTECTIONS.

(a) PROHIBITIONS RELATING TO COURSEWOREK AND
EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—An employee or volunteer of
an athletic department of an nstitution may not—

(A) exert undue pressure over or prevent a
student athlete from selecting a course or an aca-
demic major of the student athlete’s choice;

(B) retaliate against a student athlete based
on the student athlete’s selection of any course or
academic major; or

(C) prevent a student athlete who secks to

secure employment or internships, participate in
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student groups or events, or serve as a volunteer

Jrom doing so, unless such activity interferes

with mandatory class time or mandatory events

related to intercollegiate athletic competition or
membership on a varsity sports team.

(2) PARTICIPATION IN ATHLETIC RELATED AC-
TIVITIES.—In order to ensure each student athlete
makes satisfactory progress toward the completion of
a degree, each intercollegiate athletic association and
any wnstitution that s a member of such association
may limit a student athlete to only participate in
countable athletic-related activities as part of the edu-
cational, developmental, or extracurricular programs
of the institution.

(3) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Paragraph (1)
may not be construed as preventing an institution, an
athletic department of an institution, or a representa-
tive thereof from—

(A) informing a student athlete of academic
eligibility requirements and mandatory and ex-
pected team activities; or

(B) providing other legitimate academic
counseling and support services, in collaboration

with the institution, to help the student athlete
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pursue the academic interests of and vmprove

academic outcomes for the student athlete.

(b) FINANCIAL LITERACY AND LIFE SKILLS.—An in-
stitution that offers financial literacy and life skills pro-
gramming directed to student athletes may not include any
marketing, advertising, referral, or solicitation offers in
such programming.

(¢) SCHOLARSIHIP PROTECTIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL—Except as provided in para-
graph (2), an institution that awards a grant-in-avd
to a student athlete may not revoke, reduce, or condi-
tion the grant-in-aid of the student athlete—

(A) based on the athletic ability or perform-
ance of the student athlete or the contribution of
the student athlete to the success of a varsity
sports team;

(B) as a result of an injury or illness based
on a physical or mental medical condition of the
student athlete; or

(C) roster management decisions.

(2) EXCEPTION.

(A) IN GENERAL.—An institution may re-
voke, reduce, or condition the grant-in-aid of a
student athlete or former student athlete who—

(1) transfers to another institution; or
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(11) does not remain in good standing

- accordance with—

(I) the standards or code of con-
duct of the institution applicable to all
students;

(I1) the established athletics pro-
gram policies for participating in
mandatory team athletic activities for
a varsity sports team; or

(I11) the academic standards for
athletic eligibility.

(B) NOTICE.—An institution shall provide
a student athlete with tvmely written notice with
respect to any possible revocation or reduction of,
or condition on, the grant-in-aid or athletic eli-
gibility of the student athlete.

(C) REINSTATEMENT.—In the case of a rev-
ocation or reduction of, or condition on, the
grant-in-avd of a student athlete under this
paragraph, an nstitution may reinstate or re-
move any condition placed on such grant-in-aid

if the student athlete subsequently cures or satis-

fies the reasons provided by the notice in sub-

paragraph (B).

(D) FORMER STUDENT ATHLETES.—
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(i) IN GENERAL—With respect to a

Jormer student athlete described in clause

(11), an institution shall provide the former
student athlete—

(I) the opportunity to resume
study at the institution for the purpose
of completing the requirements nec-
essary to earn a degree; and

(Il) the amount of grant-in-aid
the former student athlete received
while previously enrolled at the insti-
tution and participating—

(aa) n ntercollegiate ath-
letic competition; or

(bb) as a member of a var-
sity sports team.

(1) FORMER STUDENT ATHLETE DE-
SCRIBED.—A  former student athlete de-
seribed wn this subparagraph is a former
student athlete of an institution who—

(1) was enrolled at the institution
during thewr last year of eligibility to
participate in intercollegiate athletic
competition during the preceding 10-

year period;
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1 (Il) received grant-in-aid while
2 enrolled at the institution;

3 (I11) was not subject to the rev-
4 ocation of grant-in-aid under subpara-
5 graph (A)(n)(1); and

6 (IV) has not completed the course
7 of study for an undergraduate degree.
8 (E) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
9 this paragraph may be construed to preclude—
10 (1) an wstitution from providing addi-
11 tional grant-in-aid protections for student
12 athletes or former student athletes; or

13 (11) an intercollegiate athletic associa-
14 tion, conference, institution, student athlete,
15 or former student athlete from requesting or
16 advocating for additional grant-in-aid pro-
17 tections.

18 (3) LIMITATION.—Paragraph (2)(D) shall apply
19 only to institutions that compete in Diwvision I, as de-
20 Jined by bylaw 20.9 of the National Collegiate Ath-
21 letic Association, or a successor bylaw.

22 SEC. 106. MEDICAL COVERAGE REQUIREMENTS.
23 (a) IN GENERAL—FEach Division I institution, as de-
24 fined by bylaw 20.9 of the National Collegiate Athletic Asso-

25 ciation, or a successor bylaw, each institution whose pri-
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mary membership is in Division II or Division 111 (as so
defined) only with respect to student athletes of the institu-
tion who compete in Diwvision I, or an intercollegiate ath-
letic association or conference comprised of Division I mem-
ber institutions shall provide or cause to be provided—

(1) during the participation of a student athlete

- an intercollegiate sport—

(A) all out-of-pocket medical expenses, such
as copayments or deductibles, for the health care
coverage of a student athlete for any injury or
disease incurred through participation wn an
wtercollegiate sport;

(B) the expense for obtaining a medical sec-
ond opimion independent of the institution for
any ingury or disease the student athlete in-
curred through participation wn an intercolle-
grate sport;

(C) catastrophic injury medical insurance
Jor any ngury or disease incurred through par-
ticipation in an intercollegiate sport that exceeds
$90,000 1 medical costs; and

(D) an end-of-college physical examination
Jor a student athlete for the purpose of docu-

menting and diagnosing any injury or condition
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1 related to the student athlete’s participation in
2 an intercollegiate sport; and

3 (2) with respect to a student athlete enrolled at
4 the institution during their last year of eligibility to
5 participate in intercollegiate athletic competition, for
6 the 5-year period beginning on the day after the last
7 wntercollegiate competition for the student athlete, the
8 cost of all out-of-pocket medical expenses of the stu-
9 dent athlete for health care coverage for any injury or
10 disease incurred through participation in an inter-
11 collegiate sport.

12 (b) INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION POST-
13 ELIGIBILITY INSURANCE AND CATASTROPHIC INJURY FUND

14 OR PROGRAM.—

15 (1) IN GENERAL.—An intercollegiate athletic as-
16 sociation comprised of member institutions that com-
17 pete in Diwvision I, Dwision 11, or Diwvision 111, as de-

18 Jined by bylaw 20 of the National Collegiate Athletic

19 Association, or a successor bylaw, on behalf of its
20 member institutions must establish a fund or pro-
21 gram to help cover the cost of—

22 (A4) in the case of a Diwviston I institution
23 that generates less than $20,000,000 in total an-
24 nual athletics revenue during the preceding aca-
25 demic year, compliance with subsection (a)(2)
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(or, in the case of a Diviston II or Division 111
institution,  voluntary compliance with — sub-
section (a)(2)), in the event of demonstrated fi-
nancial hardship; and

(B) post-eligibility medical expenses for the
student athletes of a member institution who are
diagnosed with significant long-term conditions
related to their participation in an intercolle-
giate  sport, ancluding  chronic  trawmatic
encephalopathy and any other cognitive impair-
ment.

(2) AMOUNT OF FUND.—

(A) IN GENERAL—Subject to increases
under subparagraph (B) and the lLmitation
under subparagraph (C), the intercollegiate ath-
letic association described in this subsection shall
ensure that the fund or program established
under this subsection s funded at an amount
that totals not less than $60,000,000 on the first
day of each academic year.

(B) SUBSEQUENT INCREASE.—Subject to
the limitation under subparagraph (C), f the
amount funded for the fund or program estab-
lished under this subsection 1s depleted for an

academic year, that amount for the next aca-
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1 demic year shall be increased by $5,000,000 as
2 compared to the amount for the previous aca-
3 demic year.
4 (C) LiMrtATiON.—The amount funded for
5 the fund or program established under this sub-
6 section shall not exceed $100,000,000.
7 (3) USE OF COLLECTIVE MEDIA RIGHTS.—In en-
8 suring that the fund or program established under
9 paragraph (2) is adequately funded, an intercollegiate
10 athletic association may wuse the collective media
11 rights revenue from a covered entity, in accordance
12 with section 5(d)(3) of the Sports Broadcasting Act of
13 1961, as added by section 203.
14 (¢) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this section
15 may be construed to preclude an intercollegiate athletic as-
16 sociation from—
17 (1) providing or causing to be provided to stu-
18 dent athletes medical coverage in addition to the med-
19 wcal coverage required by subsection (a); or
20 (2) exceeding $60,000,000 for the fund or pro-
21 gram established in subsection (b) for any academic
22 year.
23 SEC. 107. HEALTH, WELLNESS, AND SAFETY STANDARDS.

24 (a) KSTABLISHMENT OF STANDARDS.—Not later than

25 270 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, each
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1 anstitution, conference, and intercollegiate athletic associa-

2 tion shall adhere to standards to protect student athletes

3 from sports-related serious injury, conditions, and death,

4 aincluding—

5
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(1) brain injury, by adhering to the concussion
management practices, protocols, and legislation of
the National Collegiate Athletic Association effective
Januwary 15, 2024, and as amended to strengthen pro-
tections for student athletes;

(2) heat-related illness, by adhering to the Amer-
tcan College of Sports Medicine Expert Consensus
Statement on Exertional Heat Illness: Recognition,
Management, and Return to Activity (April 2023),
and as amended to strengthen protections for student
athletes;

(3) rhabdomyolysis, n accordance with the
guidelines of the National Collegiate Athletic Associa-
tion for exertional rhabdomyolysis published in 2025,
and as amended to strengthen protections for student
athletes; and

(4) for any student athlete who 1is identified
with—

(A) sickle cell trait, by following the guide-
lines published by the National Collegiate Ath-
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letic Association in 2025, and as amended to
strengthen protections for student athletes; and

(B) asthma, by following the guidelines of
the National Athletic Trainers’ Association Posi-
tion Statement: Management of Asthma in Ath-
letes  (September 2005), and as amended to
strengthen protections for student athletes.

(b) MEASURES TO PREVENT, ASSESS, AND REME-
DIATE ABUSE OR MISCONDUCT.—FEach institution, con-
ference, and intercolleqiate athletic association shall take
reasonable actions to prevent, assess, and remediate—

(1) abuse or hazing of any student athlete, in-
cluding physical and sexual abuse; and

(2) sexual assault, sexual misconduct, and sexual
harassment.

(¢) PROVISION OF INFORMATION ON CONTACT FOR
STUDENT ATHLETE OMBUDSMAN.—

(1) INTERCOLLEGIATE  ATHLETIC — ASSOCIA-
TION.—An  antercollegiate athletic association shall
provide to student athletes information on how to con-
tact the Office of the Student Athlete Ombudsman, as
established i section 108, on the internet website of
the association.

(2) INSTITUTION.—AL the beginning of each aca-

demic year, an institution shall provide to student
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athletes information on how to locate the website spec-
ified under paragraph (1) or a link to the website and
mformation on how to contact the Office of the Stu-
dent Athlete Ombudsman, as established in section
108.
(d) ATHLETIC HEALTH AND SAFETY OFFICERS.—

(1) IN GENERAL—Each institution shall des-
wgnate an employee, who 1s independent of the athletic
department, as the athletic health and safety officer
Jor the institution.

(2) REPORTING.—The athletic health and safety
officer designated under paragraph (1) shall report to
an employee of the institution who 1s independent of
the athletic department.

(3) OFFICER RESPONSIBILITIES.—An employee
who 18 designated by an institution under paragraph
(1) as an athletic health and safety officer shall be re-
sponsible for, at a minimum—

(A) overseeing vmplementation of the appli-
cable requirements the institution 1s subject to
under this section, including any applicable
travning, oversight practices, policies, and proce-
dures; and

(B) consulting with student athletes and

athletic department personnel and reporting any
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suspected violations of this section to the em-

ployee specified under paragraph (2).
(¢) INDEPENDENCE OF MEDICAL PROFESSIONALS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—DMedical personnel, including
athletic trainers, physical therapists, and physicians,
shall have the autonomous, unchallengeable authority
to determine medical management and return to play
decisions for student athletes under their care at an
institution.

( 2 ) LIMITATION ON NONMEDICAL PERSONNEL.—
No coach or other nonmedical personnel of an institu-
tion may attempt to influence or disregard the deci-
swons of medical personnel with respect to the medical
management and return to play decisions for student
athletes under their care at the institution.

(f) RULE oF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this section

may be construed to preclude—

(1) an intercollegiate athletic association from
establishing additional health, wellness, and safety
standards to protect student athletes; or

(2) an intercollegiate athletic association, con-
ference, institution, or student athletes from request-
g or advocating for additional health, wellness, and

safety standards to protect student athletes.
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1 SEC. 108. OFFICE OF THE STUDENT ATHLETE OMBUDSMAN.

2

(a) IN GENERAL.—An intercollegiate athletic associa-

3 twon shall establish an office to support student athletes,

4 known as the “Office of the Student Athlete Ombudsman’

5 (i this section referred to as the “Office”).

6

7

8

9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

(b) DuriEs.—The Office shall—

(1) provide independent advice to student ath-
letes at no cost about the applicable requirements of
thas title and the amendments made by this title, in-
cluding with respect to thewr rights and responsibil-
itres and the resources available;

(2) assist in the resolution of student athlete con-
cerns regarding the intercollegiate athletic association,
conferences, or institutions;

(3) provide independent advice to student ath-
letes with respect to the role, responsibility, authority,
and jurisdiction of the intercollegiate athletic associa-
tion, conferences, or institutions;

(4) provide student athletes with current contact
mformation for external third-party resources for stu-
dent athletes;

(5) provide independent advice to student ath-
letes with respect to the relative value of engaging
legal counsel;

(6) develop standard language to explain the

rights and responsibilities of student athletes under
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this Act that institutions shall be required to con-
sprcuously display in common areas where student
athletes congregate, such as locker rooms, dormitories,
or study areas, to ensure that student athletes are
properly informed of their rights, responsibilities, and
ability to contact the Ombudsman; and

(7) as appropriate, develop curricula to educate
student athletes on thewr rights and responsibilities
under this Act that is capable of being shared through
m person or online classes, training sessions, or other

means.

(¢) ADMINISTRATION.—An intercollegiate athletic asso-

cration shall hire and provide salary, benefits, and admin-
istrative expenses for an Ombudsman and support staff for

the Office.

(d) CONFIDENTIALITY. —

(1) IN GENERAL—The Office shall maintain as
confidential any information communicated or pro-
vided to the Office in confidence in any matter in-
volving the exercise of the official duties of the Office.

(2) ExXCEPTION.—The Office may, with the per-
masston of the parties imvolved, disclose information
described in paragraph (1) as necessary to resolve or

mediate a dispute.
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(3) APPLICATION.—The confidentiality require-

ments under this subsection shall not apply to infor-

mation—

(A) as necessary to comply with applicable
reporting requirements mandated by Federal
law;

(B) relating to a felony personally wit-
nessed by a member of the Office;

(C) if mecessary to protect an individual at
mmmanent risk of serious harm; or

(D) with the permission of the parties in-
volved, as mecessary to resolve or mediate a dis-
pute.

(4) JUDICIAL  AND  ADMINISTRATIVE  PRO-

CEEDINGS.—

(A) IN GENERAL—The Ombudsman and
any staff of the Office shall not be compelled to
testify or produce evidence in any judicial or ad-
ministrative proceeding with respect to any mat-
ter involving the exercise of the duties of the Of-
fice.

(B) CONFIDENTIALITY.—Any memorandum,
work product, notes, or case file of the Office—
(1) shall be confidential; and

(1) shall not be—
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(I) subject to discovery, subpoena,
or any other means of legal compul-
sion; or
(1) admissible as evidence n «a
Judicial or administrative proceeding.
(5) PROHIBITION ON RETALIATION.—No em-
ployee, contractor, agent, volunteer, or member of an
mtercollegiate athletic association, a conference, or an
stitution shall take or threaten to take any action
against a student athlete as a reprisal for disclosing
mformation to or seeking assistance from the Office.
(¢) INDEPENDENCE IN CARRYING OUT DUTIES.—The
board of directors or other governing board or committee
of an ntercollegiate athletic association, a conference, or
an istitution shall not prevent or prohibit the Office from
carrying out any duty or responsibility under this section.
SEC. 109. COMPARABLE STANDARDS FOR ACCESS TO FA-
CILITIES, SERVICES, AND EVENTS.
Intercollegiate athletic associations and conferences
shall maintain comparable standards for medical care,
lodging, meals, rest, transportation, and, if applicable, ath-
letic facilities for championship events or tournaments,
across similarly situated men’s and women’s athletic pro-

grams.
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SEC. 110. RULES GOVERNING CERTAIN MID-SEASON COACH-

ING TRANSITIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL—An individual who serves, or has
served at any point during a competitive season, as football
athletic personnel for a varsity sports team for intercolle-
giate football at an institution shall not, during that same
competitive season, perform for another institution any du-
ties or responsibilities customarily associated with a head
coach of a varsity sports team for intercollegiate football,
wmeluding, at a minimum—

(1) recruiting or contacting prospective or cur-
rent student athletes;

(2) divecting, participating in, or materially in-
Jluencing recruiting strategy or evaluations;

(3) directing, participating in, or materially in-
Jluencing roster management decisions, including de-
cisions relating to transfers;

(4) facilitating, coordinating, negotiating, or
otherwise materially influencing name, image, and
likeness activities involving student athletes;

(5) directing, supervising, or materially influ-
encing coaching staff or team operations;

(6) participating n practice planning, game
preparation, strategic decision-making, or on-field ac-

twities;
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(7) publicly representing the institution in an
wtercollegiate football-related capacity in a manner
that reflects or 1mplies authority over the intercolle-
giate football program; and
(8) undertaking any other activity customarily
associated with a head coach of a varsity sports team

Jor antercollegiate football.

(b) APPLICATION.—Subsection (a) shall apply without
regard to title, formal designation, compensation structure,
employment status, or timing of any public announcement,
and the applicable intercollegiate athletic association may
prohibit any arrangement that, in substance or effect, pro-
vides an individual described in subsection (a) with author-
ity or responsibilities customanrily exercised by a head
coach.

(¢) DETERMINATION OF INELIGIBILITY.—An indi-
vidual described in subsection (a) who accepts employment,
appointment, or designation as head coach of a varsity
sports team for intercollegiate football at another institution
during the same competitive season 1s ineligible to partici-
pate in intercollegiate athletic competition for intercolle-
giate football as head coach for the hiring institution
through the conclusion of the competitive season, including
any postseason competition, of the prior institution or the

hiring institution, whichever occurs later.
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(d) PENALTIES FOR NON-COMPLIANCE.—In the event
an indwidual who accepts employment, appointment, or
designation as head coach of a varsity sports team for inter-
collegiate football at another institution violates this sec-
tion, that indwidual shall be ineligible to assume the duties
as head coach of the varsity sports team for intercollegiate
Jootball at the hiring institution for the subsequent competi-
tive season after the season in which the violation occurred
and be subject to additional penalties sufficient to ensure
compliance with this section.

(e) APPLICATION.—This section applies only to insti-
tutions that compete in the Football Bowl Subdivision, as
defined by bylaw 20.9.9 of the National Collegiate Athletic
Association, or a successor bylaw.

(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPLICABLE INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETIC
ASSOCIATION.—The term “applicable intercollegiate
athletic association” means only an intercollegiate
athletic association that has at least one member in-
stitution that is a member of the Football Bowl Sub-
dwision, as defined by bylaw 20.9.9 of the National
Dollegiate Athletic Association, or a successor bylaw.

(2) COMPETITIVE SEASON.—The term “competi-

tive season” means the period beginning with the first

reqularly scheduled intercollegiate athletic competition
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Jor antercollegiate football for an institution during a
season and ending with the conclusion of the final
wtercollegiate athletic competition for intercollegiate
Jootball for the institution during that season.

(3) FOOTBALL ATHLETIC PERSONNEL.—The term
“football athletic personnel” means any individual
employed by, contracted with, or otherwise engaged by
an institution who provides coaching, instruction, re-
cruiting, roster management, or training as the head
coach or a coordinator, including an offensive, defen-
sive, or special teams coordinator, of student athletes
who are members of or participate with the varsity
sports team for intercollegiate football of the institu-
tion.

(4) INTERCOLLEGIATE FOOTBALL.—The term
“intercollegriate football”—

(A) means football played between institu-
tions for which eligibility requirements for par-
ticipation by a student athlete are established by
an intercollegiate athletic association; and

(B) does not include a recreational, intra-

mural, or club sport.
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SEC. 111. STUDENT ATHLETE REPRESENTATION ON INTER-

COLLEGIATE ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION GOV-
ERNING BOARDS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not less than 1/3 of the membership
and voting power of any board of directors or other gov-
erning board, or commaittees with authority to establish and
enforce rules or bylaws shall be comprised of current student
athletes or former student athletes who have graduated from
their institution during the preceding 10-year period.

(b) LIMITATION.—

(1) A former student athlete who is a current or

Jormer employee of an intercollegiate athletic associa-

tion, a conference, or a member institution may not

count towards the student athlete membership require-
ment pursuant to subsection (a); and
(2) no member of any such board or committee
shall vote on any matter that presents a conflict of in-
terest for such member.
SEC. 112. TRANSFER PROTECTIONS.

An institution, a conference, an intercollegiate athletic
association, or any representative of such entity shall per-
mit a student athlete to transfer from one institution to
another institution—

(1) once without losing or delaying eligibility to

participate in intercollegiate sports;
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(2) except as provided wn paragraph (3), a sec-
ond tvme with a loss of eligibility to participate in
tercollegiate sports during the first academic year

Jollowing the transfer; and

(3) additionally, without losing or delaying eli-
gibility  to  participate in  antercollegiate  sports,

Upon—

(A) discontinuation of a sport in which the
student athlete competes;

(B) the departure of the head coach of the
student athlete’s varsity sports team;

(C) sexual assault or harassment of the stu-
dent athlete by an individual associated with the
student athlete’s institution; or

(D) the student athlete pursuing a graduate
degree.

SEC. 113. ELIGIBILITY TO PARTICIPATE IN INTERCOLLE-
GIATE SPORTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—An individual 1s eligible to partici-
pate on a varsity sports team or in intercollegiate athletic
competition if the individual—

(1) is a student athlete;
(2) meets uniform academic standards estab-
lished by the relevant intercollegiate athletic associa-

tion, conference, or institution;

*S 4668 RS



O© 00 3 O WD B W N =

O TN NG T N T NG N NG I NS B S N e e T e e T e T e e T
[ B NG O N N = = N e R - BN B o) W ) B ~S O TR NO S e

166

(3) 1s not a professional athlete; and

(4) complies with established rules that restrict
eligibility for violations of State or Federal law.

(b) YEARS OF ELIGIBILITY.—

(1) IN GENERAL—Subject to paragraph (2), a
student athlete 1s eligible to compete in intercollegiate
athletic competition for a maximum of 5 calendar
years beginning on, whichever occurs first—

(A) the beginning of the academic year fol-
lowing the 19th birthday of the student athlete;
or

(B) the date the student athlete initially en-
rolls full tvme at an institution.

(2) EXCEPTIONS.—Paragraph (1) does not apply
during a period of absence for any of the following:

(A) Reasons of pregnancy.

(B) Religious mission.

(C) Actwe-duty military service.

(D) Other periods of absence adopted by
rule or bylaw by an intercollegiate athletic asso-
ciation that apply uniformly to all student ath-
letes.

(¢) RESTRICTIONS ON ELIGIBILITY.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—An intercollegiate athletic as-

sociation or a conference may restrict the eligibility
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of a student athlete to participate in intercollegiate
sports if the student athlete—
(A) used an illegal or performance enhanc-
mg drug; or
(B) participated in sports wagering activi-
ties or sports-related event contracts.
(2) CODE OF CONDUCT.—An institution may re-
strict the eligibility of a student athlete to participate
m antercollegiate sports if the student athlete violated
the code of conduct of the institution that applies to
all students.
(d) CLARIFICATION ON PRIZE MONEY.—For purposes
of subsection (a)(3), a student athlete who competes in a
sport other than football or basketball shall not be consid-
ered a professional athlete based solely on the amount of
prize money the student athlete recerved based on place fin-
1sh or performance in an athletic event before or after en-
rollment in an institution, so long as—
(1) the prize money was provided only by the
sponsor of the athletics event; and
(2) the sponsor of the athletics event is not an
wmstitution, employee of an institution, volunteer of
an institution, collective, or an associated entity.
(¢) TRANSFER FROM 2-YEAR INSTITUTION.—No inter-

collegiate athletic association or conference shall require a
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student athlete who transfers from a 2-year institution to

a 4-year institution to meet additional or more stringent

academaic standards than the academic standards required

Jor student athletes who transfer from a 4-year institution.

(f) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this section

shall be construed to restrict the ability of an institution

to—

SEC.

(1) require student athletes to meet or maintain
academic standards that are in addition to, or more
stringent than, the standards described in subsection
(a) if such standards are required of all students en-
rolled at the institution;

(2) discipline or sanction a student athlete for
volating a rule, requlation, or code of conduct that
applies to all students enrolled at the institution; or

(3) discipline or sanction a student athlete for
violating a rule, requlation, or a code of conduct that
applies to all student athletes participating in inter-
collegiate athletic competition at that institution.

114. PROHIBITED COMPENSATION AND AGREEMENTS.

(a) CERTAIN AGREEMENTS AND COMPENSATION PRO-

HIBITED.—An institution, an employee of an institution,

a volunteer of an institution, a conference, an employee of

a conference, or an associated entity shall not—
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(1) except as provided in subsection (b), arrange,

provide, offer, or permat, directly or indirectly, com-

pensation in an amount that would circumuvent or re-

sult in the institution exceeding the revenue share cap

to—

(A) a student athlete, a group of student
athletes, or thewr family members; or

(B) a prospective student athlete, a group of
prospective  student athletes, or their family
members; or

(2) except for a name, image, and likeness agree-

ment between a student athlete and an institution or

between a prospective student athlete and an institu-

tion,

enter into a name, 1mage, and likeness agree-

ment with a student athlete or prospective student

athlete that 1s not—

(A) for a valid business purpose; and

(B) commensurate with compensation paid
to indwviduals with a similar profile, reputation,
or notability who are not student athletes or pro-

spective student athletes.

(b) PERSONAL ATHLETIC AND EDUCATION BENEFITS

23  PERMITTED.—An intercollegiate athletic association, a con-

24 ference, an institution, or any representative thereof shall

25 not, pursuant to the Injunctive Relief Settlement Agreement
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approved by the court in “In Re College Athlete NIL Litiga-

tion”, No. 20—cv—03919 (N.D. Cal. June 6, 2025), restrict
the ability of a student athlete enrolled at an institution
to receive compensation from an intercollegiate athletic as-
sociation, an istitution, a conference, or an associated en-
tity, for personal benefits related to education or intercolle-
giate athletics, if those benefits are—

(1) reasonable costs of transportation and tem-
porary lodging for family members of a student ath-
lete while the student athlete 1s experiencing a docu-
mented physical or mental health concern or partici-
pating in an intercollegiate athletic competition;

(2) reasonable costs for meals, shelter, medical
coverage, and medical expenses not provided or cov-
ered by the institution; or

(3) reasonable education-related financial bene-
fits, such as institution fees, books, or other incidental
educational expenses that are not otherwise provided
by the institution.

(¢c) VALID BUSINESS PURPOSE.—FEuzxcept for a name,
vmage, and likeness agreement with an institution, a name,
vmage, and likeness agreement with a student athlete shall
be for a valid business purpose.

(d) PAYMENTS TO COACHES AND MANAGERS.—
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(1) IN GENERAL—An institution described in
paragraph (2) may not compensate or otherwise pro-
vide or promise any type of payment or benefit of
more than $500,000 to any coach, assistant coach,
general manager, or other person who coaches or
manages a varsity sports team by using, diverting,
budgeting, or otherwise obtaiming funds from any
source other than college sports revenue or a donation
or contribution to the athletic department of the insti-
tution.

(2) INSTITUTION DESCRIBED.—An institution
described n this paragraph is an institution with
more than $80,000,000 in total annual athletics rev-
enue during the preceding academic year.

(¢) INSTITUTION DEFINED.—In this section, the term

“enstitution” means—

(1) an nstitution of higher education, as that
term 1is defined in section 101 of the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001); and

(2) an anstitution that is a party to, through
membership in a conference or otherwise, “In Re Col-
lege Athlete NIL Litigation”, No. 20-cv—03919 (N.D.
Cal. June 6, 2025), or has opted in to the Injunctive
Relief Settlement in that case.
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SEC. 115. EXTENSION OF THE REVENUE SHARE CAP.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Upon expiration or termination of
the Injunctive Relief Settlement Agreement approved by the
court in “In Re College Athlete NIL Litigation”, No. 20—
cv—03919 (N.D. Cal. June 6, 2025), the revenue share cap
shall continue to apply with respect to section 114(a), in-
cluding any adjustments specified in subsection (b).

(b) ADJUSTMENT OF REVENUE SHARE CAP.—Upon
exprration of the Injunctive Relief Settlement Agreement
approved by the court in “In Re College Athlete NIL Latiga-
tion”, No. 20—cv—03919 (N.D. Cal. June 6, 2025), the an-
nual revenue share cap shall be adjusted annually for infla-
tion by the percent increase, if any, in the Consumer Price
Index for All-Urban Consumers published by the Bureau
of Labor Statistics of the Department of Labor for the most
recent 12-month period for which applicable data is avail-
able.

SEC. 116. COMMISSION ON THE FUTURE OF COLLEGE ATH-
LETICS.

(a) COMMISSION ON THE FUTURE OF COLLEGE ATH-
LETICS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—There 1s established within
the legislative branch a commission, to be known as
the “Congressional Commaission on the Future of Col-

lege Athletics” (referred to in this section as the
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174

Jommassion”), for the purpose of providing rec-
ommendations on the future of college athletics.

(2) PURPOSE.—The purpose of the commaission is
to provide recommendations for the future of college
athletics.

(b) MEMBERSHIP.—

(1) ComMpPOSITION.—Subject to paragraph (2),
the Commassion shall be composed of 24 members, of
whom—

(A) 4 members shall be appointed by the
chawr of the Commattee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation, of which at least 1 member
shall be a student athlete or former student ath-
lete;

(B) 4 members shall be appointed by the
ranking member of the Commattee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate, of
which at least 1 member shall be a student ath-
lete or former student athlete;

(C) 4 members shall be appointed by the
chair of the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives, of which
at least 1 member shall be a student athlete or

Jormer student athlete;

*S 4668 RS



O© o0 3 O WD B W N

| \O JEE \© R O R \O B O B e e e e e e e e e
A LW O = O VOV 0 N O R WD = O

174
(D) 4 members shall be appointed by the

ranking member of the Committee on Energy
and Commerce of the House of Representatives,
of which at least 1 member shall be a student
athlete or former student athlete;

(E) 1 member shall be a current or former
student athlete appointed by the majority leader
of the Senate, in consultation with the chair of
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate;

(F) 1 member shall be a current or former
student athlete appointed by the minority leader
of the Senate, in consultation with the ranking
member of the Commattee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate;

(G) 1 member shall be a current or former
student athlete appointed by Speaker of the
House of Representatives, in consultation with
the chavr of the Commattee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives;

(H) 1 member shall be a current or former
student athlete appointed by the minority leader
of the House of Representatives, in consultation

with the ranking member of the Committee on
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Energy and Commerce of the House of Rep-
resentatives;

(I) 1 member shall be a representative of a
historically  Black college or university, ap-
pointed by the majority leader of the Senate;

(J) 1 member shall be a representative of a
historically  Black college or university, ap-
pointed by the Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives;

(K) 1 member shall be a representative of a
mid-sized conference, appointed by the majority
leader of the Senate; and

(L) 1 member shall be a representative of a
maid-sized conference, appointed by the Speaker
of the House of Representatives.

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—Members of the Commis-

ston shall be indwviduals who are nationally recog-
nized for expertise, knowledge, or experience in mat-
ters related to college athletics, university administra-
tion, sports law, labor law, athlete welfare, sports eco-

nomics, health care, or sports medicine.

(3) CO-CHAIRS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, AND

STAFF.—

(A) Co-CHAIRS.—The Commission  shall

have 2 co-chairs, of whom—
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1 (v) 1 co-chair shall be a member se-

2 lected by the majority party; and

3 (11) 1 co-chavr shall be a member se-
4 lected by the minority party.

5 (B) EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND STAFF.—

6 The co-chairs of the Commission shall appoint

7 an executive director of the Commassion and

8 such staff as appropriate, with compensation.

9 (4) HISTORICALLY BLACK COLLEGE OR UNIVER-
10 SITY DEFINED.—In this subsection, the term “histori-
11 cally Black college or university” has the meaning
12 given the term “part B institution™ in section 322 of
13 the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1061).
14 (5) MID-SIZED CONFERENCE DEFINED.—In this
15 subsection, the term “mid-sized conference” means
16 any  conference that has generated less than
17 $500,000,000 in total annual revenue during the pre-
18 ceding academic year.

19 (¢c) AurHorIry.—The Commission may, for the pur-

20 pose of carrying out the duties of the Commission—

21 (1) hold such hearings and sit and act at such
22 tvmes and places, take such testimony, receive such
23 evidence, and administer such oaths; and

24 (2) require, by subpoena issued upon a majority
25 vote of the Commassion, the attendance and testimony
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of such witnesses and the production of such books,
records, correspondence, memoranda, papers, and doc-
uments as the Commassion considers relevant to the
purpose of the Commaission.
(d) DUTIES.—The duties of the Commission are as fol-
lows:
(1) To study and develop recommendations re-

garding—

O o0 9 N U B W

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

(A) an alternative structure for providing
compensation for student athletes, including con-
sideration of the positive and negative 1mplica-
tions associated with a collective bargaining
structure and employment status for student ath-
letes;

(B) protecting and preserving athletic op-
portunities for student athletes, particularly n
non-revenue generating, women’s, and Olympic
sports intercollegiate athletic programs;

(C) whether any intercollegiate sport should
be subject to spending or cost limitations;

(D) whether to eliminate, extend, or change
the Pool Benefits Limit set forth in the Injunc-
tive Relief Settlement Agreement as approved or

amended by the court in “In Re College Athlete
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NIL Latigation”, No. 20—cv—03919 (N.D. Cal.

June 6, 2025);

(E) compliance with endorsement contract
reporting requirements established by an athletic
association or a conference;

(F) adequacy of health and safety standards
established pursuant to this title and compliance
with those standards by institutions;

(G) the adequacy of the athlete agent provi-
stons of this title;

(H) the extent to which student athletes ex-
perience abuse or mistreatment and measures
that could protect student athletes from such
abuse or mastreatment;

(I) the benefits of the intercollegiate athletic
system, including consideration of how the bal-
ance of education and athletics impacts the life
skills,  educational — opportunities, leadership
skalls, character development, and personal
growth of the student athlete; and

(J) any other recommendations regarding
mtercollegiate athletics.

(2) To draft a joint resolution of approval under

subsection (1) that provides for implementation of the

recommendation of the Commassion on whether to
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eliminate, raise, or lower the Pool Benefits Limit in

section 114(a).

(3) Not later than 5 years after the date of the
enactment of this Act, to submit a report on the ac-
twities of the Commassion, including recommenda-
tions for such legislative action as the Commission
considers appropriate to—

(A) the Commattee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate;

(B) the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives; and

(C) the President.

(e) QUORUM.—Twelve members of the Commassion, of
which 5 members shall be current or former student athletes,
shall constitute a quorum.

(f) INITIAL MEETING.—The Commassion shall hold an
wmitwal meeting not later than 30 days after the date on
which a sufficient number of members have been appointed
under subsection (b) to constitute a quorum pursuant to
subsection (e).

(9) PuBLIC HEARINGS.—The Commission shall hold
1 or more public hearings.

(h) StaTUS.—The Commission is not an agency (as

defined in section 551 of title 5, United States Code).
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(1) JOINT RESOLUTION—Any Member of Congress
may mtroduce a joint resolution for consideration to adopt
any of the recommendations of the Commission, in whole
or in part, including any recommendations from the Com-
masston on whether to eliminate, raise, or lower the Pool
Benefits Limit.

(1) TERMINATION.—The Commassion shall terminate
90 days after the date on which the Commission submits
the report required by this section.

(k) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There 1s
authorized to be appropriated to the Commission such sums
as may be necessary in any fiscal year, half of which shall
be derived from the applicable account of the House of Rep-
resentatives and half of which shall be derived from the con-
tingent fund of the Senate.

SEC. 117. RECRUITMENT AND TAMPERING.

An antercollegiate athletic association may enforce pro-
vistons on recruttment and tampering of student athletes
or prospective student athletes before and during their eligi-
bility for intercollegiate athletic competition that—

(1) prohibit an institution, an employee of an
wmstitution, a conference, an employee of a conference,
or an associated entity from contacting a student ath-
lete who s enrolled at or committed to another insti-

tution for the purpose of recruiting that student ath-
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lete to transfer to or enroll at an institution except
Jor during a reasonable period of time for each sport
that in no case shall be less than 2 weeks or greater
than 5 weeks starting 7 days after the last intercolle-
giate athletic competition i an academic year in the
itercollegiate sport in which the student athlete com-
petes and wn which student athletes from the same
wntercollegiate athletic association competed;

(2) prohibit an athlete agent from contacting an
wstitution, employee of an institution, or institution
associated on behalf of a student athlete who s en-
rolled at or committed to another institution for the
purpose of facilitating the transfer or enrollment of
the student athlete at the contacted institution except
Jor during a reasonable period of time for each sport
that @ no case shall be less than 2 weeks or greater
than 5 weeks starting 7 days after the last intercolle-
giate athletic competition in an academic year in the
wmtercollegiate sport in which the student athlete com-
petes and in which student athletes from the same
tercollegiate athletic association competed;

(3) prohibit an institution, an employee of an
mstitution, a conference, an employee of a conference,
an associated entity, or an athlete agent from recruit-

mg or contacting a student athlete or prospective stu-
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dent athlete who has not affirmatively opted in to re-
cerve such recruitment or contact; or

(4) prohibit an institution, an employee of an
wstitution, a volunteer of an institution, an associ-
ated entity, an athlete agent, a conference, an em-
ployee of a conference, or a volunteer of a conference

Jrom inducing a student athlete to enroll at an insti-

tution or transfer to an institution by offering com-

pensation to a student athlete in violation of para-

graphs (1), (2), or (3).

SEC. 118. LIMITATION ON LIABILITY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—It shall not be unlawful under the
antitrust laws for an intercollegiate athletic association, a
conference, or an institution to enforce or comply with, in-
cluding through rules or bylaws—

(1) section 114;
(2) section 115;
(3) section 113;
(4) sections 101(a)(3) and 101(b)(1) and sub-

paragraphs (A) and (B) of section 101(D)(2);

(5) section 117;

(6) section 112;

(7) rules, bylaws, or requirements of an inter-
collegiate athletic association that determine whether

a specific institution 1s selected to participate n a
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championship or tournament if the process for select-
mg participants is not entitled to antitrust exemption
under this subsection;

(8) section 103; and

(9) section 110.

(b) SANCTIONS BY AN INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETIC

ASSOCIATION.—It shall not be unlawful under the antitrust
laws for an intercollegiate athletic association or conference

to, including through rules or bylaws—

(1) 1mpose a fine agarnst an institution, an em-
ployee, or volunteer of an institution, a conference, an
employee of a conference, or an associated entity for
a violation of sections 110, 112, 113, 114, 115, or
117;

(2) restrict an institution, employee or volunteer
of an nstitution, a conference, or an employee of a
conference, from participation in intercollegiate ath-
letic competition, including championships or tour-
naments, for a violation of sections 110, 112, 113,
114, 115, or 117

(3) restrict the eligibility of a student athlete
who—

(A) s not eligible to participate in inter-
collegiate athletic competition or participate on

a varsity sports team under section 113;
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(B) has transferred to an institution in «a
manner that does not comply with section 112;
or

(C) has recewved compensation in contraven-

tion of section 114 or section 115; or
(4) decertify an athlete agent for wviolations of
section 103 or the amendments made by section 102.
(¢) REQUIREMENTS FOR AN INTERCOLLEGIATE ATH-
LETIC ASSOCIATION.—An antercollegiate athletic associa-

tion shall not be entitled to the antitrust exemptions set

Jorth in subsections (a) and (b) unless the intercollegiate

athletic association has established rules, bylaws, or other
requlations implementing paragraphs (1) through (9) of
subsection (a) and paragraphs (1) through (4) of subsection
(D).

(d) DESIGNATION OF ENTITY.—An intercollegiate ath-
letic association or conference may designate an entity
under its control pursuant to the Injunctive Relief Settle-
ment Agreement approved by the court in “In Re College
Athlete NIL Latigation™, No. 20—cv—03919 (N.D. Cal. June
6, 2025) for which it shall not be unlawful to enforce or
comply with section 114.

SEC. 119. PRIVATE RIGHT OF ACTION.
(a) VIOLATIONS.—A person may file a civil action in

an appropriate district court of the United States or in an
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1 appropriate State court only for a violation of the fol-

2 lowing:

3

© o 9 o W A

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

(1) Subsections (a) and (c) of section 101.
(2) Section 104.
(3) Section 105.
(4) Section 106.
(5) Section 107.
(6) Section 108.
(7) Section 1009.
(8) Section 111.
(9) Section 112, only to the extent the claim—
(A) alleges an intercollegiate athletic asso-
ciation, a conference, or an institution has not
complied with the transfer standard set forth in
section 112;
(B) s filed against a Division I, Division
II, or Dwsion III anstitution, as defined by
bylaw 20 of the National Collegiate Athletic As-
sociation as of the date of the enactment of this
Act, or an intercollegiate athletic association or
a conference comprised of any such institutions;
and
(C) 1s filed vn an appropriate district court
of the United States.

(10) Section 113, only to the extent the claim—
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(A) alleges an intercollegiate athletic asso-
ciation, a conference, or an institution has not
complied with the eligibility standard set forth
m section 113;

(B) is filed against a Division I, Division
I, or Diwvision III institution, as defined by
bylaw 20 of the National Collegiate Athletic As-
sociation as of the date of the enactment of this
Act, or an intercollegiate athletic association or
a conference comprised of any such institutions;
and

(C) s filed v an appropriate district court
of the United States.

(11) Section 114(b).

(b) LIMITATION.—The protection from antitrust liabil-

vty set forth in section 118 shall not be limited by a private
right of action filed under subsection (a).

(¢) RELIEF.—In a civil action brought under sub-
section (a) in which the plawntiff prevails, the court may
award the plamntiff—

(1) actual damages; and

(2) any other relief, including equitable relief or
declaratory relief, that the court determines appro-
priate (including attorney’s fees, if otherwise allowed

under applicable law).
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(d) LIMITATION ON PRE-DISPUTE AGREEMENTS AND
WAIVERS.—
(1) PRE-DISPUTE ARBITRATION AGREEMENT.—
(A) IN GENERAL—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, no intercollegiate athletic
association, conference, or institution shall in-
clude a pre-dispute arbitration agreement (as de-

Sfined in section 401 of title 9, United States

Code) in an agreement with a student athlete re-

garding a provision of this title or an amend-

ment made to this title.
(B) TREATMENT OF CLAIM.—If a clavm for

a violation of this title arises, a student athlete

has the option to arbitrate the dispute if the

wtercollegiate athletic association, conference, or
mstitution agrees to the arbitration.

(2) PRE-DISPUTE JOINT-ACTION WAIVER.—Not-
withstanding any other provision of law, no inter-
collegiate athletic association or conference shall en-
Jorce a pre-dispute joint-action waiver (as defined in
section 401 of title 9, United States Code) against a
student athlete or group of student athletes with re-
spect to a dispute arising under this title or an
amendment made to this title, so long as there are not
fewer than 7 named plaintiffs.
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(e) DISPUTES ARISING FROM ENFORCEMENT OF IN-

JUNCTIVE RELIEF SETTLEMENT.—Notwithstanding sub-

section (d)—

(1) a clavm made by any entity or individual
subject to the injunctive relief provisions in “In Re
College Athlete NIL Latigation”, No. 20—-cv—03919
(N.D. Cal. June 6, 2025), regarding whether a name,
vmage, or likeness agreement s for a valid business
purpose shall follow the procedure set forth in article
6, section 2, of such settlement; and

(2) in any dispute regarding whether an institu-
tion, an employee of an institution, a volunteer of an
wmstitution, a conference, an employee of a conference,
or an associated entity complied with paragraph (1)
or (2) of section 114(a), an institution, an employee

of an institution, a volunteer of an institution, a con-

Jerence, an employee of a conference, or an associated

entity shall follow the procedure set forth in article 6,
section 2 of “In Re College Athlete NIL Litigation”,
No. 20—cv—03919 (N.D. Cal. June 6, 2025).
(f) NoriCE REQUIREMENT FOR CIVIL ACTIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL—A civil action may be brought
by a person under this section only if, prior to filing
such action, the plaintiff provides to the defendant 60

days written notice identifying the specific provisions
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set forth in subsection (a) that the plaintiff alleges

have been or are being violated.

(2) EFFECT OF CURE.—In the event a cure is
possible, if, within the 60-day period under para-
graph (1), the defendant cures the violation and pro-
vides the plawmtiff with an express written statement
that the violation has been cured and no such further
violation shall occur, an action shall not be per-
mitted.

SEC. 120. WHISTLEBLOWER PROTECTION.
(a) IN GENERAL.—No institution, conference, or inter-
collegiate athletic association, or any agent thereof, may

discharge, demote, suspend, withdraw or reduce benefits

from, threaten, harass, or in any other manner discrimi-

nate against an employee, a student athlete, a prospective
student athlete, a former student athlete, a contractor, a
subcontractor, a service provider, or an agent of an institu-
tion, a conference, or an intercollegiate athletic association
because of any lawful act done by such individual—

(1) to provide information to, or cause informa-
tion to be provided to, an agency of the Federal Gov-
ernment, an agency of State government, Congress, or
any law enforcement agency regarding any act or
omission that such individual reasonably believes to

be a violation of thas title; or
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(2) to file, cause to be filed, testify, participate
m, or otherwise assist in a proceeding filed or about
to be filed relating to an alleged violation of this title.
(b) ENFORCEMENT ACTION.—

(1) IN GENERAL—An individual aggrieved by a
violation of subsection (a) may bring an action in the
appropriate district court of the United States for the
relief set forth in paragraph (2).

(2) RELIEF.—An indwvidual prevailing in any
action under paragraph (1) may obtain—

(A) compensatory damages and the cost of
the action, including reasonable attorney’s fees
and other litigation costs reasonably incurred;

(B) in addition to any other relief available
at law, equitable relief that may be necessary or
appropriate to correct a violation of subsection
(a) or make the individual whole again;

(C) temporary relief while the case 1s pend-
mg; and

(D) if the prevailing individual is an em-
ployee—

(1) reinstatement with the same senior-
ity status that the individual would have

had, but for the discrimination; and
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(11) backpay otherwise owed to the in-
dividual, with interest.

(¢) RIGHTS RETAINED BY INDIVIDUAL.—Nothing in
this section shall be construed to diminash the rights, privi-
leges, or remedies of any individual under any Federal or
State law, or under any labor contract.

(d) NONENFORCEABILITY OF CERTAIN PROVISIONS
WAIVING RIGHTS AND REMEDIES OR REQUIRING ARBITRA-
TION OF DISPUTES.—

(1) WAIVER OF RIGHTS AND REMEDIES.—The
rights and remedies provided for in this section may
not be waived by any agreement, policy form, condi-
tion of employment, or athletic agreement or partici-
pation.

(2) PREDISPUTE ARBITRATION AGREEMENTS.—
No predispute arbitration agreement shall be valid or
enforceable if the agreement requires arbitration of a
dispute arising under this section.

SEC. 121. RELATIONSHIP TO EXISTING LAW.

(a) IN GENERAL.—No State or political subdivision
of a State may adopt, maintain, enforce, or continue in
effect any law, regulation, rule, requirement, or standard
that—

(1) conflicts with any provision of this title that

would prevent compliance with this title; or
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(2) governs, requlates, or invalidates policies or
rules of an institution, a conference, or an intercolle-
giate athletic association that requlates—

(A) the compensation to a student athlete or
prospective student athlete for the use of their
name, 1mage, or likeness, except as mecessary to
comply with this title;

(B) transfers of student athletes between in-
stitutions; or

(C) any provision described in section 113
relating to the eligibility of a student athlete to
participate in intercollegiate athletics.

(b) PRESERVATION OF STATE LAWS.—The following

State laws, rules, requlations, or requirements, or common
law rights or remedies shall not be preempted, displaced,

or supplanted:

(1) Except to the extent that such law rule, regu-
lation, requirement, or common law right or remedy
conflicts with subsection (a), the following:

(A) Uniform Athlete Agent Acts.
(B) Civil rights laws.
(C) Tort law, unless otherwise specified in

paragraph (2).

(D) Crimanal law.
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(E) Laws that relate to student or campus
safety.

(F) Fraud.

(G) Privacy or data breach.

(H) Contract law.

(1) Trademark law.

(J) Copyright law.

(K) Conswmer protection law.

(2) Except to the extent that such law conflicts
with subsection (a)(2), any law, whether statutory or
common law, that gives rise to a cause of action for
the following:

(A) Personal injury, including psychological

JUTY.

(B) Wrongful death.

(C) Property damage.

(D) Sexual assault.

(E) Injury.

(F) Harassment.

(G) Any cause of action derivative of any

of subparagraphs (A) through (F).

(¢) RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.—
(1) ANTITRUST LAWS.—To the extent liability

Jor violations of the antitrust laws is not limited Dy
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this title, subsection (a) shall not be construed to pre-

empt, displace, or supplant the antitrust laws.

(2) FEDERAL TRADEMARK AND COPYRIGHT
LAW.—Nothing in this title or the amendments made
by this title may be construed to override, modify, or
amend the applicability of Federal trademark or
copyright law.

SEC. 122. NEUTRALITY ON EMPLOYEE OR NON-EMPLOYEE
STATUS.

Thas title 1s neutral on, and does nothing to alter, em-
ployee or non-employee status for student athletes.
SEC. 123. APPLICABILITY.

Section 113(c)(1)(B) shall apply with respect to any
action or proceeding that is pending on or commenced on
or after the date of the enactment of this Act.

SEC. 124. SEVERABILITY.

If any provision of thas title, or an amendment made
by this title, 1s determined to be unenforceable or invalid,
the remaining provisions of thas title and the amendments
made by this title shall not be affected.

SEC. 125. PROTECTION OF WOMEN’S SPORTS AND OLYMPIC
SPORTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—An intercollegiate athletic associa-

tion or conference comprised of Division I institutions, as

defined by bylaw 20.9 of the National Collegiate Athletic
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Association, or a successor bylaw, shall not reduce the min-
vmum intercollegiate athletic competitions, minimum par-
ticipants on a varsity sports team, or the number of varsity
sports teams, including the number of men’s and women’s
varsity sports teams or Olympic varsity sports teams, that
an institution must sponsor for membership within—

(1) Division I of the National Collegiate Athletic
Association, as defined by bylaw 20.9 of the National
Collegiate Athletic Association, or a successor bylaw;
or

(2) the Football Bowl Subdivision, as defined by
bylaw 20.9.9 of the National Collegiate Athletic Asso-
ciation, or successor bylaw.

(b) LARGE-SIZED INSTITUTIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL—Except as provided in para-
graph (2), an intercollegiate athletic association or
conference comprised of institutions shall provide that
each nstitution shall, consistent with applicable
wntercollegiate athletic association rules, offer and
maintain at least as many total grant-in-aid oppor-
tunities and roster spots for non-revenue generating
intercollegiate  sports programs, including women’s
and Olympic intercollegiate sports programs, during
each academic year as the member institution pro-

vided during academic year 2024—2025.
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(2) WAIVER.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—An institution may be
granted a wawer from compliance with para-
graph (1) for not more than one academic year
at a tvme by an intercollegiate athletic associa-
tion if the institution provides evidence that—

(1) annual athletics revenues have de-
clined not less than 15 percent based on the
average of the preceding three academic
years, and total grant-in-aid accounts for
not less than 45 percent of the total expenses
of the athletic department of the institution;

(11) compliance with paragraph (1)
would materially vmpair the ability of the
mstitution to comply with Federal law; or

(111) there are extraordinary cir-
cumstances relating to financial hardship,
meluding from a natural disaster, act of
war, or another catastrophe, that are be-
yond the control of the institution or mate-
rially impair the ability of the institution

to comply with paragraph (1).

(B) CONDITION.—As a condition of seeking
a wawer under subparagraph (A)(i), an institu-

tiwon shall first reduce the total compensation of
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the coaching staff of its revenue-generating var-
sity sports programs by the same proportion as
any planned reduction in expenditures for its
non-revenue generating intercollegiate sports pro-
grams during the wawver period.

(3) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

(A) INSTITUTION.—The term “institution”™
means an institution, as defined by bylaw 20.9
of the National Collegiate Athletic Association, or
a successor bylaw, that, upon the date of the en-
actment of this Act, reports, as required under
section 485(g) of the Higher Education Act of
1965 (20 U.S.C. 1092(g)), having generated not
less than $80,000,000 in total annual athletics
revenue during the preceding academic year.

(B) NON-REVENUE GENERATING INTER-
COLLEGIATE SPORTS PROGRAM.—the term ‘“non-
revenue generating intercollegiate sports pro-
gram’ means an intercollegiate sports program
at an institution for which, during an academaic
year, the revenues generated specifically attrib-
utable to that sports program are less than the

direct and allocated operating expenses of that

sports program.
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(4) SUNSET.—This subsection shall terminate on
the date that is 9 years after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

(¢) TRANSITIONAL PROTECTION FOR WOMEN’S AND

OLYMPIC SPORTS AT MID-SIZED INSTITUTIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL—Except as provided in para-
graph (2), an intercollegiate athletic association or
conference comprised of covered mid-sized institutions
shall provide that each such institution shall, con-
sistent with applicable intercollegiate athletic associa-
tion rules, offer and maintain at least as many total
grant-in-aid opportunities and roster spots for non-
revenue generating ntercollegiate sports programs,
mecluding women’s and Olympic intercollegiate sports
programs, during each academic year as the institu-
tion provided during academic year 2024—2025.

(2) EXEMPTIONS.—An institution shall be ex-
empt from the requirement under paragraph (1) for
an academic year if—

(A) the total annual athletics revenue of the
mstitution, as reported under section 485(g) of

the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.

1092(g)), declined by not less than 15 percent

from the immediately preceding academic year;
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(B) the institution petitions the relevant
wntercollegiate athletic association for, and 1s
granted, an exemption based on a demonstrable
Jinancial hardship;

(C) compliance with that paragraph would
materially vmpair the ability of the institution
to comply with Federal law; or

(D) there are extraordinary circumstances
relating to financial hardship, including from a
natural disaster, act of war, or other cir-
cumstance that 1s beyond the control of the insti-
tution or materially impair the ability of the in-
stitution to comply with that paragraph.

(3) COVERED MID-SIZED INSTITUTION DE-
FINED.—In this subsection, the term “‘covered wmid-
sized institution” means an institution, as defined by
bylaw 20.9 of the National Collegiate Athletic Asso-
ciation, or a successor bylaw, that, upon the date of
the enactment of this Act, reports, as required under
section 485(g) of the Higher Education Act of 1965
(20 U.S.C. 1092(g)), having generated not less than
$50,000,000 but less than $80,000,000 in total annual

athletics revenue during the preceding academic year.
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(4) SUNSET.—This subsection shall terminate on
the date that is 4 years after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

(d) CLARIFICATION OF WALK-ON ATHLETE KLIGI-
BILITY FOR PARA ATHLETES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any provi-
siton of this Act—

(A) an institution and the athletic director
of an institution shall retain full authority to
mcelude para  athletes on their roster spots for
wntercollegiate sports as walk-on athletes;

(B) subparagraph (A) does not constitute a
violation of roster or scholarship limats for inter-
collegiate sports covered under this Act or under
“In Re College Athlete NIL Litigation™, No. 20—
cv—03919 (N.D. Cal. June 6, 2025); and

(C) para athletes included as walk-on ath-
letes shall not be counted toward any roster cap
or scholarship count established for that inter-
collegiate sport.

(2) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

(A) PARA ATHLETE.—The term “para ath-
lete” means a nationally or internationally clas-
sified athlete eligible to compete n  the

Paralympic Games pursuant to qualifications
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determined by the United States Olympic and

Paralympic Commaittee under chapter 2205 of
title 36, United States Code.

(B) WALK-ON ATHLETE.—The term “walk-
on athlete” means an enrolled student athlete
who participates on a sport roster without re-
cewving athletics-based scholarship aad.

SEC. 126. MID-SIZED CONFERENCE REPRESENTATION ON
INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION
GOVERNING BOARDS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—An intercollegiate athletic associa-
tion, of which a mid-sized conference is a member, shall
ensure any board of directors or other governing board of
the intercollegiate athletic association, or any committee of
the intercollegiate athletic association with authority to es-
tablish and enforce rules or bylaws, 1s comprised of ade-
quate representation by mid-sized conferences.

(b) Mip-S1ZED CONFERENCE DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term “mid-sized conference” means any conference
that has generated less than $500,000,000 in total annual

revenue during the preceding academaic year.
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TITLE II—SPORTS
BROADCASTING

SEC. 201. DEFINITIONS.

(a) REFERENCES TO SPORTS BROADCASTING ACT OF
1961.—In this Act, the term “Sports Broadcasting Act of
19617 means the Act of September 30, 1961 (15 U.S.C.
1291 et seq.).

(b) AMENDMENTS TO SPORTS BROADCASTING ACT OF
1961.—The Sports Broadcasting Act of 1961 is amended—

(1) by redesignating sections 5 and 6 (15 U.S.C.
1295, 1291 note) as sections 8 and 9, respectively;
and

(2) in section 8, as so redesignated—

(A4) by striking “As used in this Act, ‘per-
sons’ means” and inserting the following: “As
used in this Act:”

“(12) PERSONS.—The term ‘persons’ means’;

(B) by inserting before paragraph (12), as
so designated, the following:

“(1) COLLECTIVE MEDIA RIGHTS REVENUE.—The
term ‘collective media rights revenue’ means revenue
derwved from the sale or transfer of the media rights
of the member institutions and member conferences of
the covered entity resulting from the joint agreement

described wn section 5.
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“(2) CONFERENCE.—The term ‘conference’ means
any organization that is not an intercollegiate ath-
letic association and that—

“(A) has 2 or more institutions as members;
and

“(B) arranges championships for intercolle-
grate athletic competitions or sets rules for inter-
collegiate athletic competitions.

“(3) COVERED ENTITY.—The term ‘covered enti-
ty’ means the entity formed by a joint agreement of
mstitutions or conferences described in subparagraph
(A) or (B) of section 5(b)(1) that meets each of the
requirements under section 5.

“(4) GRANT-IN-AID.—The term ‘grant-in-aid’ —

“(A) means a scholarship, grant, stipend, or
other form of financial assistance, including the
provision of tuition, room, board, books, or funds

Jor fees or personal expenses, that—

“(1) 1s paid or provided by an institu-
tion to a student for the undergraduate or
graduate course of study of the student; and

“(11) 1s mm an amount that does not ex-
ceed the cost of attendance for the student at

the institution; and
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“(B) does not include compensation paid to
an wndwidual who 1s a student athlete or a
Jormer student athlete.

“(5) INSTITUTION.~—The term ‘institution’ has
the meaning given the term “institution of higher edu-
cation’ in section 101 of the Higher Education Act of
1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001).

“(6) INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETIC  ASSOCIA-
TION—The term ‘intercollegiate athletic associa-
tion—

“(A) means any organization, not-for-profit
corporation, association, or other group orga-
nized in the United States that—

“(1) 1s composed of 2 or more institu-
tions or conferences that—

“(I) are located n different

States; or

“(II) participate in intercollegiate

athletic competitions in more than 1

State;

“(11) sponsors or arranges intercolle-
giate athletic competitions between institu-
tions;

“(111) sets common rules, standards,

procedures, or guidelines for the adminis-
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tration of intercollegiate athletic competi-
tion; and
“(iv) 1s not a conference;
“(B) includes—
“(1) the National Collegiate Athletic
Association; and
“(11) any other national intercollegiate
athletic association; and
“(C) does not include a corporation, asso-
ciation, or other group affilvated with profes-
sional athletic competition.

“(7) INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETIC COMPETI-
TION.—The term “intercollegiate athletic competition’
means any varsity intercollegiate sport contest, game,
meet, match, tournament, regatta, or other intercolle-
giate sport event in which student athletes or varsity
sports teams compete.

“(8) INTERCOLLEGIATE FOOTBALL—The term
“antercollegiate football’ means the intercollegiate sport
of football.

“(9)  INTERCOLLEGIATE  SPORT.—The term
“amtercollegiate sport’—

“(A) means a sport played at the intercolle-
giate level, admainistered by an athletic depart-

ment, between institutions for which eligibility
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requirements for participation by a student ath-

lete are established by an intercollegiate athletic

association; and
“(B) does not include a recreational, intra-
mural, or club sport.

“(10) MEMBER CONFERENCE.—The term ‘mem-
ber conference’, with respect to the covered entity,
means a conference that is a member of the covered
entity.

“(11) MEMBER INSTITUTION.—The term ‘mem-
ber anstitution’, with respect to the covered entity,
means an institution that is a member of the covered
entity.”; and

(C) by inserting after paragraph (12), as so
redesignated, the following:

“(13) STUDENT ATHLETE.—The term ‘student
athlete’ means an individual who—

“(A) 1s enrolled as a full-time student at an
mstitution;

“(B) makes satisfactory progress towards
completing a degree; and

“(C) participates in intercollegiate athletic
competitions or competes for a varsity sports
team as part of the institution’s educational, de-

velopmental, or extracurricular programs.
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“(14) Topr 5 HISTORIC OPPONENTS IN INTER-
COLLEGIATE FOOTBALL.—The term ‘top 5 historic op-
ponents in intercollegiate football’, with respect to an
wmstitution, means the 5 other institutions against
which the nstitution has played the most intercolle-
giate athletic competitions within intercollegiate foot-
ball.

“(15) Tor 10 HISTORIC OPPONENTS IN INTER-
COLLEGIATE FOOTBALL.—The term ‘top 10 historic
opponents in intercollegiate football’, with respect to
an nstitution, means the 10 other institutions
against which the institution has played the most
wntercollegiate athletic competitions within intercolle-
giate football.

“(16) TRADITIONAL RIVALRY.—The term ‘tradi-
tronal rivalry’ means an intercollegiate athletic com-
petition within intercollegiate football that is between
varsity sports teams of 2 institutions that—

“(A) are both members of the covered entity;

“(B) are mot members of the same con-
ference; and

“(C) rank among each other’s top 10 his-
toric opponents in intercollegiate football.

“(17) VARSITY SPORTS TEAM.—The term ‘varsity

sports team’ means a team composed of student ath-
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letes that 1s organized by an institution for the pur-

pose of intercollegiate athletic competitions.”.

SEC. 202. LIMITATION ON LIABILITY FOR TRANSMISSION OF
COLLEGIATE SPORTS COMPETITIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—RSection 1 of the Sports Broad-

casting Act of 1961 (15 U.S.C. 1291) 1s amended—
(1) by striking “That the” and inserting the fol-
lowing:
“SECTION 1. EXEMPTION OF CERTAIN AGREEMENTS FROM
ANTITRUST LAWS.
“(a) PROFESSIONAL SPORTS.—The”; and
(2) by adding at the end the following:

“(b) CoLLEGE SPORTS.—The antitrust laws, as de-
Sfined in subsection (a), shall not apply to any joint agree-
ment, by or among institutions engaging in or conducting
organized intercollegiate sports, or conferences that have
such institutions as members, to form and operate a covered
entity that complies with and enforces the requirements of
section 5 and sells or otherwise transfers to a third party
all or any part of the rights of the institutions or con-
ferences in the sponsored telecasting of the intercollegiate
athletic competitions engaged in or conducted by the insti-
tutions or conferences.”.

(b) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

The Sports Broadcasting Act of 1961 1s amended—
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(1) in section 2 (15 U.S.C. 1292)—

(A) by striking “Section 17 and inserting
“Section 1(a)”; and

(B) by striking “in section 1”7 and inserting
“in section 1(a)”;
(2) in section 3 (15 U.S.C. 1293), by striking

“section 17 each place it appears and inserting “‘sec-

tion 1(a)”’; and

(3) in section 4 (15 U.S.C. 1294), by striking

“section 17 and inserting “section 1(a)”.

SEC. 203. REQUIREMENTS FOR ENTITIES SELLING MEDIA
RIGHTS.

The Sports Broadcasting Act of 1961, as amended by
section 201(b)(1) of this Act, is amended by inserting after
section 4 (15 U.S.C. 1294) the following:

“SEC. 5. REQUIREMENTS FOR ENTITIES SELLING MEDIA
RIGHTS.

“(a) CONDITION ON ANTITRUST EXEMPTION.—Section
1(b) shall not apply to any joint agreement entered into
by institutions or conferences to form the covered entity un-
less the covered entity complies with the requirements under
this section and section 6.

“(b) MEMBERSHIP OF THE COVERED ENTITY —

“(1) FELIGIBLE MEMBERSHIP.—A joint agree-

ment to form the covered entity shall be comprised of
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a voluntary association of institutions or conferences
that includes, at a minvmum, as of the date on which
the joint agreement 1s entered into, not less than 75
percent of the institutions participating in the Foot-
ball Bowl Subdivision, as defined by Bylaw 20.9.9 of
the National Collegiate Athletic Association.

“(2) INVITATION REQUIREMENT.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—The covered entity shall
offer membership on farr and nondiscriminatory
terms to each conference and each institution
that 1s in Dwision I, as defined by Bylaw 20.9
of the National Collegiate Athletic Association as
of the date of enactment of the Protect College
Sports Act of 2026.

“(B) OPTIONAL PARTICIPATION.—No con-
ference or institution shall be required to join the
covered entity or accept an offer under subpara-
graph (A), but no conference or institution eligi-
ble for membership under subparagraph (4) may
be refused an imuvitation to join the covered enti-
ty.

“(¢) VOTING RIGHTS.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—
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“(A) VOTES OF CONFERENCES AND INSTITU-
TIONS.—Subject to subparagraph (C), the cov-
ered entity shall—

“(1) wn the bylaws of the covered enti-
ty—

“(I) provide that each wmember

conference or member institution has 1

vote on each type of decision or deter-

mination described in paragraph (2);

and

“(I1) specify the minimum num-
ber of votes required for each type of

decision or determanation described n

paragraph (2); and

“(11) require the bylaws to be adopted
unanimously by the member conferences
and member institutions.

“(B) VOTES OF STUDENT ATHLETES.—The
covered entity shall—

“(1) for purposes of decisions and de-
terminations described in paragraph (2)(C),
designate not  fewer than 10 individuals
who, as of the date of designation, are stu-
dent athletes or were student athletes during

the preceding 10-year period; and
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“(i1) ensure that each individual des-
wnated under clause (1) has 1 vote on a de-
ciston or determination described in para-
graph (2)(C).

“0) NON-VOTING MEMBER CON-
FERENCES.—If a conference and 1 or more of the
mstitutions of the conference are members of the
covered entity, the conference shall be a non-vot-
g member of the covered entity.

“(2) VOTING THRESHOLDS.—

“(A) MAJOR DECISIONS.—A major decision,
as defined by the bylaws of the covered entity,
shall require a vote totaling not less than /s of
the member conferences or member institutions
exercising thewr voting rights.

“(B) NON-MAJOR DECISIONS.—A non-major
decision, as defined by the bylaws of the covered
entity, shall require a vote totaling not less than
a majority of the member conferences or member
mstitutions exercising theiwr voting rights.

“(C) REVENUE DISTRIBUTIONS OR CHANGES
TO VOTING ALLOCATIONS.—A determination re-
garding the allocation of collective media rights
revenue or a decision to change a voting thresh-

old described wn this paragraph shall require a
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unanimous vote of the member conferences, mem-

ber amstitutions, or current or former student

athletes exercising thewr voting rights.

“(D) MEDIA RIGHTS REQUIREMENT.—A de-
termination of which media rights shall be con-
tributed to the covered entity pursuant to sub-
section (f) shall require a unanimous vote of the
member conferences or member institutions exer-
cising their voting rights.

“(d) REVENUE ALLOCATION FORMULA.—

“(1) METHOD.—Not less frequently than once
each academic year, the covered entity shall distribute
the collectwe media rights revenue among member
conferences and member institutions—

“(A) according to the allocation of collective
media rights revenue most recently determined
m accordance with subsection (¢)(2)(C); and

“(B) in accordance with the requirements of
this subsection.

“(2) REQUIREMENTS.—The distribution of collec-
tive media rights revenue wunder paragraph (1)
shall—

“(A) ensure that—

“(1) each member conference or member

stitution recewves a nmanvmum distribution
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of collective media rights revenue, the
amount of which shall be established under
a bylaw adopted in accordance with sub-
section (¢)(2)(C); and

“(i1) each member institution receives
more collective media rights revenue (ex-
cluding revenue from the College Football
Playoff) during each academic year than
the largest amount of collective media rights
revenue (excluding revenue from the College
Football Playoff) that the institution re-
cewed i any single academic year during
the period of academic year 2021-2022
through academic year 2024-2025;

“(B) distribute not less than 15 percent of

the collective media rights revenue that remains

after compliance with subparagraph (A) equally

among all member institutions that received rev-

enue from antercollegiate athletic competitions

within antercollegiate  football in the Football

Bowl Subdivision during academic year 2024—

2025; and

“(C) distribute the collective media rights

revenue that remains after compliance with sub-

paragraphs (A) and (B) to member institutions
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based on the performance of each institution duwr-

g the academic year with respect to the institu-

tion’s contribution to the collective media rights

revenue.

“(3) TRANSFER OF REVENUE.—Before distrib-
uting collective media rights revenue under para-
graph (1), the covered entity shall, in accordance with
section 106, transfer an amount of collective media
rights revenue to the fund or program established
under that section to ensure that the program or fund
18 adequately funded.

“(e) PROTECTION OF WOMENS AND OLYMPIC

OPORTS.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Any member institution that
recewves collective media 1rights revenue shall, con-
sistent with applicable intercollegiate athletic associa-
tion rules, offer and maintain at least as many
grant-in-aid opportunities and roster spots for non-
revenue generating intercollegiate sports programs,
mcluding women’s and Olympic intercollegiate sports
programs, during each academic year as the member
wmstitution provided during the 2024-2025 academac
year.

“(2) DEFINITION.—For purposes of this sub-

section, the term ‘non-revenue generating intercolle-
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giate sports program’ means an intercollegiate sports
program at an institution for which, during an aca-
demic year, the revenues generated specifically attrib-
utable to that sports program are less than the direct
and allocated operating expenses of that sports pro-
gram.

“(f) CONTRIBUTION OF MEDIA RIGHTS.—

“(1) CONDITION OF PARTICIPATION.—The cov-
erved entity shall require each member institution or
member conference, as a condition of recewing a dis-
tribution of collective media rights revenue from the
covered entity, to contribute to the covered entity, for
sale by the covered entity, the media rights of the
member institution or member conference, determined
by a vote described in subsection (¢)(2)(D), with the
exception of the rights in the sponsored telecasting of
the basketball tournaments organized by the National
Collegiate Athletic Association.

“(2) EXCLUSIVE AUTHORITY.—The covered enti-
ty shall have the exclusive authority to negotiate, sell,
license, sublicense, and otherwise transfer on a pooled
basis media rghts contributed under paragraph (1),
with the exception of the rights in the sponsored tele-
casting of the basketball tournaments organized by the

Natronal Collegiate Athletic Association.
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“(3) BINDING AGREEMENT.—The covered entity
shall maintain a written agreement, binding on all
member institutions or member conferences, that gov-
erns the collection and distribution of collective media
rights revenue for the duration of the agreement.

“(4) PRESERVATION OF CARRIAGE, DISTRIBU-
TION, AND PROMOTION OF WOMEN’S AND OLYMPIC
SPORTS.—In any joint agreement entered into by a
covered entity which includes media rights in football
or basketball conveyed pursuant to a vote described in
subsection (c)(2)(D), the covered entity shall take rea-
sonable efforts to promote and distribute the media
rghts  for non-revenue generating intercollegiate
sports programs in the regular season and post-sea-
son, as well as preserve the current levels of carriage,
distribution, and promotion.

“(9) PRESERVATION OF CONFERENCE OPPONENTS AND

TRADITIONAL RIVALRIES.—

“(1) CONFERENCE OPPONENTS.—If, as of the
date of enactment of the Protect College Sports Act of
2026, more than 6 of the top 10 historic opponents in
wntercollegiate football of a member institution were
mtra-conference opponents of the member institution
m antercollegiate football during the most recently

completed season, the covered entity shall require the
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member institution to preserve, to the maximum ex-
tent practicable, intercollegiate athletic competitions
within antercollegiate football amongst all of its cur-
rent conference opponents as of that date of enact-
ment.

“(2) TRADITIONAL RIVALRIES.—

“(A) IN GENERAL—If, as of the date of en-
actment of the Protect College Sports Act of
2026, more than 2 of the top 10 historic oppo-
nents in intercollegiate football of a member in-
stitution were out-of-conference opponents of the
member institution in antercollegiate football
during the most recently completed season, the
covered entity shall require the member institu-
tion to play intercollegiate athletic competitions
withan intercollegiate football that constitute tra-
ditronal rvalries, and ensure that—

“(1) the member institution plays not

Jewer than 2 antercollegiate athletic com-

petitions within intercollegiate football that

constitute a traditional rwalry every 4

years; and

“(11) the member institution plays not
less than 1 intercollegiate athletic competi-

tron within intercollegiate football each year

*S 4668 RS



O© o0 2 O WD B W N

[\© TN NG N N T NG I NG N NS R N e T e e T e T e e T
[ T NG U N N = = N R - BN B o) W ) B ~S O I NO R e

219

with an nstitution that s in a different

conference and s one of the top 5 historic

opponents in intercollegiate football of the
member institution.

“(B) INSTITUTIONS WITH FEWER THAN 41
OUT-OF-CONFERENCE RIVALS.—If a member in-
stitution 1s subject to the requirements under
subparagraph (A), and fewer than 4 of the top
10 historic opponents of the member institution
m antercolleqiate football are member institu-
tions that belong to a different conference, the
member institution shall seek to comply with
clauses (v) and (1) of subparagraph (A) to the
extent practicable.

“(C) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—Nothing 1in this
paragraph shall be construed to affect the ability
of a member institution to engage in intercolle-
giate athletic competitions within intercollegiate
Jootball against any other member institution
withan the same conference that was 1 of the top
10 hastoric opponents in intercollegiate football
of the member institution as of the date of enact-
ment of the Protect College Sports Act of 2026.

“(3) PERIODIC REVIEW; AUTHORITY TO MODIFY

REQUIREMENTS.—S8 years after the date of enactment
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of the Protect College Sports Act of 2026, and periodi-

cally thereafter, but not more frequently than once
every 4 years, the covered entity—

“(A) may review the effects of the require-
ments under this subsection on fan interest, stu-
dent athletes, media revenues, and preservation
of traditional rivalries and historic opponents;
and

“(B) may wmodify the requirements under
this subsection.

“(h) ENFORCEMENT OF THE AcT; Rigiur 10 CURE.—

“(1) PRIVATE RIGHT OF ACTION.—Subject to
paragraph (2), a person aggrieved by a violation of
section 1(b), this section, section 6, or section 7, in-
cluding a party to a joint agreement to form the cov-
erved entity, may bring a cwil action against the cov-
erved entity wn an appropriate district court of the
United States.

“(2) NOTICE AND OPPORTUNITY TO CURE.—A
person may only bring a civil action under para-
graph (1) for a violation of section 1(b), this section,
section 6, or section 7 1f—

“(A) not later than 1 year before bringing

the civil action, the person provides to the de-
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fendant specific notice of the violation and an
opportunity to cure the violation; and

“(B) the defendant does not cure the viola-
tion during the 1-year period beginning on the

date of the notice described in subparagraph (A).
“(1) PARTICIPATION IN COVERED ENTITY OPTIONAL.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Nothing in this Act shall,
under Federal or State law, establish or be construed
to require, mandate, or encourage any institution or
conference to join, participate in, or transfer any
media rights to the covered entity or to create or give
rise to any duty, obligation, or standard of care to
take such action.

“(2) EFFECT ON LIABILITY.—Nothing in this
Act, any amendments made by this Act, or a decision
by an nstitution or conference to decline to join or
participate in the covered entity may be used to sup-
port any claim, cause of action, or theory of liability
under Federal or State law that would impose liabil-
ity on an nstitution or conference or compel an in-
stitution or conference to join or participate in the
covered entity.

“(3)  NO ABROGATION OF EXISTING CON-
TRACTS.—Nothing in this section shall be construed to

abrogate, termanate, or modify a contract or other le-
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gally enforceable agreement in effect on the date of en-
actment of the Protect College Sports Act of 2026, or
to provide a defense to or immunity from a clavm
arising from breach or nonperformance of such con-
tract or legally enforceable agreement.”.
SEC. 204. MARKET LEVEL BROADCAST ACCESS FOR COL-
LEGE FOOTBALL AND BASKETBALL.

The Sports Broadcasting Act of 1961 1s amended by
wserting after section 5 (as added by section 203 of this
Act) the following:

“SEC. 6. MARKET-LEVEL BROADCAST ACCESS FOR COLLEGE
FOOTBALL AND BASKETBALL.

“(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

“(1) DESIGNATED MARKET AREA.—The term
‘designated market area’ has the meaning given the
term in section 122(j)(2)(C) of title 17, United States
Code.

“(2) LOCAL DESIGNATED MARKET AREA.—

“(A) IN GENERAL—The term ‘local des-
wgnated market area’ means an area that—

“(1) comsists of a designated market

area that includes the principal campus of

an institution that is a member of the cov-

ered entity; and
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“(11) at the election of the member in-
stitution and the applicable network, dis-
tributor, or licensee holding wmarket-level
rights, may include not more than 1 addi-
tional geographically adjacent designated
market area, or designated market area
within the State in which the principal
campus of the member institution 1s located,
m which a substantial portion of the stu-
dent body, alumna, or in-State resident pop-
ulation of the member institution resides.

“(B) PUBLICATION OF LIST.—The Federal

Communications Commission shall—

“(1) not later than 180 days after the
date of enactment of the Protect College
Sports Act of 2026, publish a list of des-
wnated market areas described in subpara-
graph (A); and

“tin) mawntain the list described n

clause (1) on a public website.

“(3) LocAL OUTLET OPTION.—The term ‘Local
Outlet option” means the opportunity for not less than
1 outlet to carry a lwe intercollegiate athletic com-

petition without charge to viewers within the local
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designated market area of a member institution that
18 participating i the competition.
“(b) REQUIREMENT OF LOCAL OUTLET OPTION.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—As a condition of the exemp-
tion under section 1(b)(1), the covered entity shall
make commercially available by purchase or license,
on a non-exclusive basis, for each intercollegiate ath-
letic competition in football or basketball, not less
than 1 Local Outlet option in the local designated
market area of each member institution participating
m the competition.

“(2) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
paragraph (1) shall be construed to require carriage
of an antercollegiate athletic competition by more
than 1 Local Outlet ' a given designated market
ared.

“(3) NO EFFECT ON NATIONAL MEDIA AGREE-
MENTS.—Nothing in paragraph (1) shall limit the
covered entity’s ability to negotiate nationwide or re-
gronal media agreements.

“(4) REQUIREMENT FULFILLMENT.—A national
rights holder may satisfy the requirement under para-
graph (1) by making intercollegiate athletic competi-
tions available to viewers in the applicable local des-

wnated market areas using an offering that the rights
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holder owns or 1s affiliated with that s freely avail-

able to viewers.

“(c) GOOD FArrii NEGOTIATION.—

“(1) IN GENERAL—FEach covered entity, and
any network, distributor, or licensee holding market-
level rights or seeking Local Outlet option rights to
wntercollegiate athletic competitions described in sub-
section (b), shall negotiate in good faith to fulfill the
requirement of that subsection.

“(2) ENFORCEMENT.—The Federal Communica-
tions Commission shall have jurisdiction over com-
plaints alleging a violation of paragraph (1).”.

SEC. 205. PROHIBITION ON CERTAIN CONFERENCE MERG-
ERS OR ACQUISITION.

The Sports Broadcasting Act of 1961 1s amended by
mserting after section 6 (as added by section 204 of this
Act) the following:

“SEC. 7. PROHIBITION ON CERTAIN CONFERENCE MERG-
ERS AND ACQUISITIONS.

“la) IN GENERAL.—It shall be unlawful under the
antitrust laws, as defined in section 1(a), for any covered
conference that reported more than $700,000,000 in revenue
on ts fiscal year 2025 tax return or any subsequent tax
return to merge or consolidate with, or to acquire the assets,

media rights (including media rights of an institution), or

*S 4668 RS



226

membership of, another covered conference or of an inde-
pendent institution, if as a result of the transaction, the
number of institutions that are members of the covered con-
Jerence would be less than 75 percent of the institutions par-
ticipating in the Football Bowl Subdivision, as defined by
Bylaw 20.9.9 of the National Collegiate Athletic Associa-
tion.

“(b) DEFENSES NOT APPLICABLE.—A transaction
prohibited under subsection (a) may not be justified by effi-
ciencies, procompetitive effects, or any other defense under
the antitrust laws, as defined in section 1(a).

“(c) EFFECT.—Any transaction consummated in vio-
lation of subsection (a) shall be void.

“(d) DEFINITION—In this section, the term ‘covered
conference’ means a conference, the primary athletic rev-
enue of which is derived from the sale or transfer of media
rights relating to intercollegiate football.”.

SEC. 206. AMENDMENTS TO INTERCOLLEGIATE AND INTER-
SCHOLASTIC FOOTBALL CONTEST LIMITA-
TIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—RSection 3 of the Sports Broad-
casting Act of 1961 (15 U.S.C. 1293) 1s amended—

(1) in paragraph (2), by striking “and” at the

end;
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(2) in paragraph (3), by striking the period at
the end and inserting “, and’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

“(4) the season and any postseason, including
championships, of such intercollegiate football contests
conclude not later than January 8 of any year, to the
extent practicable.”.

(b) PROTECTION OF ARMY-NAVY GAME.—Section 3 of
the Sports Broadcasting Act (15 U.S.C. 1293) 1s amend-
ed—

(1) by nserting “(a)” before “The first sen-
tence”; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

“(b)(1) Section 1(b) shall not apply to any joint agree-
ment described in that section that permits any person to
sponsor, telecast, or authorize the telecast of any postseason
wntercollegiate football contest involving an institution par-
ticipating i the Football Bowl Subdivision during the pro-
tected Army-Navy Game broadcast window.

“(2) For purposes of this subsection, the term ‘pro-
tected Army-Navy Game broadcast window’ means the pe-
riod beginnang 1 hour before scheduled kickoff and ending
30 minutes after the official conclusion of the telecast of the

annual football game between the United States Military
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Academy and the United States Naval Academy occurring

on the second Saturday in December in any year.”.

SEC. 207. MEDIA RIGHTS UTILIZATION REQUIREMENT FOR
COLLEGE SPORTS OTHER THAN FOOTBALL
AND BASKETBALL.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the terms “covered
entity”, “intercollegiate athletic competition™, “member
conference”, and “member institution” have the meanings
given those terms in section 8 of the Sports Broadcasting
Act, as redesignated by section 201(b)(1) of this Act.

(b) REQUIREMENT OF USE.—A distributor to which
any media rights for intercollegiate athletic competitions in
a sport other than football or basketball are sold, licensed,
or otherwise conveyed by the covered entity or its member
mstitutions or member conferences after the date of enact-
ment of this Act shall affirmatively use those rights by mak-
g the competitions reasonably available to the public not
later than 1 year after the effective date of the agreement
under which the rghts are sold, licensed, or otherwise con-
veyed.

(¢c) REVERSION OF RIGHTS.—

(1) FAILURE TO USE RIGHTS; OPPORTUNITY TO

CURE.—If a distributor to which media rights for

mtercollegiate athletic competitions in a sport other

than football or basketball are sold, licensed, or other-
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wise conveyed as described in subsection (b) does not
use the rights during the 1-year period beginning on
the effective date of the agreement under which the
rights are sold, licensed, or otherwise conveyed, the
covered entity, member institution, or member con-
ference notifies the distributor after the expiration of
that 1-year period of the distributor’s failure to use
the rights, and the distributor does not use the rights
during the 180-day period beginning on the date of
the notification, the rights for that sport shall revert
to the originating covered entity, member institution,
or member conference.

(2) RECONVEYANCE.—Upon the reversion of
rights under paragraph (1), the covered entity, mem-
ber institution, or member conference may resell, reli-
cense, or otherwise reconvey the rights to another enti-
ty without penalty or Liability for breach of the origi-
nal agreement described in that paragraph.

(d) SAVINGS.—Nothing in this section shall be con-

20 strued to modify the Sports Broadcasting Act of 1961, as

21 amended by this title.
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