AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

11

Calendar No. 416

1191H CONGRESS
LN S, 3897

To revise administrative procedures relating to public safety officers’ death
benefits, and for other purposes.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

FEBRUARY 24, 2026
Mrs. GILLIBRAND (for herself, Mr. CRUZ, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. COONSs, Mr.
FRAHAM, Mr. DURBIN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. TiLLIs, Ms. HIRONO, Mr.
BrLuMENTHAL, Mr. PADILLA, Mr. WELCH, and Mr. BOOKER) introduced
the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee
on the Judiciary
May 19, 2026
Reported by Mr. GRASSLEY, with an amendment

[Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the part printed in italic]

A BILL

To revise administrative procedures relating to public safety

officers’ death benefits, and for other purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 tiwes of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.
SEC. 2. ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATION FOR PUBLIC SAFETY
OFFICER BENEFITS.
2} by addine at the end the folowine:

*S 3897 RS



O o0 N N D B W =

[\ I NS R T e e T e T e T e T e T
—_— O O o0 N N O nm R WD = O

22
23
24
25

“(E;) IP&I{RI%E BEAEFREES 2% ?Eﬁli(l

120Hd) shall be deemed to be notice under
mination on or before the date that 15 270 eal-
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t2) 1 paragraph (2 by striking the pertod at
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19 (o I GENERA—Section 1201 of title T of the Om-
20 wibtis Crime Comtrol and Safe Streets et of 1968 34
21 TS0 10281 is amended—

24 (2) by inserting after subseetion (b) the fol-
25 lowite:
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whieh the Burean determines that & publie safety of-
abled as the direet and proximate result of & per-
eatsed & physieal or mental impairment of suaeh se-
the publie safety ageney; a benefit shall be payable
were & determination under subseetion {a)-
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reatt determines that a permanent and totad dis-
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pubhe safety officer who has recerved a benefit
ander this subseetion subsequently dies as a direet

Ql
[N

*S 3897 RS



O o0 N N D B W =

O TN NG T N TR NS I NG R NS R N e T e e T e T e e T
b A W D= OO0 NN NN R, WD = O

11
that the disability or death of a publie safety officer 8
ote with respeet to which a benefit will probably be paids
) to the individual entitled to reeetve a benefit under
By oisRaE—Part b of tide T of the Om-

*S 3897 RS



O o0 N N W BB W =

[\© TN NG T N T NG I NS R N R N e T e e T e T e T T
b A W D= OO0 NN NN R, WD = O

12
Hrerted—
el serting Ssubseetion () wnd

oy )
or 1 :



O o0 N N B W =

O TN NG T N TR NG I NG R NS R N e T e e T e T e e T
b A W D= O 0 NN NN R, WD = O

*S 3897 RS



O o0 N N W B W =

[\© TN NG N NG T NG I NS R NS R T e T e e T e T e Y T =
LN A W D= O 0 NN NN R, WD = O

14
Fhe e e e
amended—
Publie Baw 1122340 1260 State 19649 s

*S 3897 RS



O o0 N N BB W =

O TN NG N N T NS I NG I NS R N e T e e T e T e T T
L A W D= O O NN N N, WD = O

15
SEC. 4. EXPEDITED PAYMENT FOR VCE OR WICHP DETER-
MINATIONS:
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Officer John Barnes and
Chief Michael Ansbro Public Safety Officers’ Benefit Pro-
gram Expansion Act of 20267
SEC. 2. ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATION FOR PUBLIC SAFETY

OFFICER BENEFITS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1205 of title I of the Omnai-
bus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (34 U.S.C.
10285) 1s amended—

(1) wn subsection (e)(2)(E), by inserting “, in-
cluding whether the delay is due to the inaction of the
clavmant or an agency from which iformation 1s re-
quired” after “basis for delay”; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

“(f) NOTICE AND INTERIM BENEFITS.—

“(1) NOTICE OF MISSING INFORMATION.—Not
later than 90 calendar days after receiving a claim
filed under this subpart, the Bureaw shall notify the
clavmant or the relevant agency of any missing infor-
mation required to process the claim.

“(2) NOTICE OF DETERMINATION.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 270 cal-
endar days after recewving all information re-
quired to process the claim, the Bureaw shall in-

SJorm the claimant of the Bureaw’s final, appeal-
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able determination as to the claimant’s benefit
eligibility.

“(B) INTERIM BENEFITS AS NOTICE.—Pro-
vision of interim benefits under section 1201(c)
shall be deemed to be notice under subparagraph
(A).

“(3) INTERIM BENEFITS.—

“(A) ENTITLEMENT.—If the Bureaw fails to
mform a clavmant of the Bureaw’s determination
on or before the date that is 270 calendar days
after recewving all information required to proc-
ess the claim, the Bureaw shall issue a single in-
terim benefit payment with respect to the claim,
payable only to—

“(1) a clavmant whose status as an eli-
gible beneficiary 1s undisputed; or

“(11) if beneficiary status remains un-
resolved, an escrow or fiduciary account,
pending final determination under section

1201.

“(B) RESCISSION OR REPAYMENT.—Any in-
terim benefits paid under this subsection—

“(1) shall be credited against any final
benefit determination made under section

1201;
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“(11) shall not be subject to recoupment
or affirmatiwe repayment by the Bureau,
except in cases of fraud or material mis-
representation; and

“(inr) shall not be construed to create
an entitlement to benefits if the claimant or
decedent 1s determined to be ineligible under
this panrt.

“(4) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing n this
subsection shall be construed to—

“(A) limit the Bureau’s authority to deny a
clavm for failure to meet statutory eligibility re-
quirements;

“(B) alter the determination of eligible
beneficiaries under section 1201; or

“(C) require payment of interim benefits to
multiple clavmants if the statute authorizes pay-
ment to only 1 or more mutually exclusive bene-
Jiciaries.

“(9) OurrREACH.—The Bureau shall—

“(1) conduct outreach efforts on an ongoing basis
to ensure that public safety officers and underserved
public agencies are aware of the program under this
part, including outreach efforts for disabled public

safety officers; and

*S 3897 RS



O© o0 3 O WD B W N -

[\O I \© R \O I O N N e e e e e e T e e
W N = O O 0N N RN = O

20

“(2) include in the outreach efforts under para-
graph (1) regular communications with national pub-
lic safety organizations, public safety agencies, and
organizations supporting disabled public safety offi-
cers and the famalies of fallen officers.

“(h) SUMMARY OF BACKLOGGED CLAIMS.—Not later
than 30 days after publishing the report requived under
subsection (e)(2), the Bureaw shall submit a summary of
the information required to be reported under subsection
(e)(2)(E) to the Commattee on the Judiciary of the Senate
and the Commattee on the Judiciary of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

“(1) Aupir OF BACKLOGGED CLAIMS.—On an annual
basis, the Comptroller General of the Unated States shall
conduct an audit of any pending clavms under this part
that were submitted to the Bureauw more than 1 year before
the date on which the audit 1s commenced, to identify pro-
grammatic challenges to the timely processing of death, dis-
ability, and educational assistance clavms. As part of the
audit, the Comptroller General of the United States shall
also review—

“(1) where the clavm 1s in the determination

Process;
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“(2) the reasons for delay, including any proc-
esses, such as legal review, that prevent timely proc-
essing of claims;

“(3) whether the agency has used its subpoena
authority for the claims;

“(4) the frequency of outreach to the claimant
and efforts to evaluate and improve the effectiveness
of outreach and claims assistance efforts;

“(5) the efforts of the Bureaw to implement a
clavms processing manual to ensure consistency across
staff in determining clavms; and

“(6) efforts to evaluate and improve the effective-
ness of outreach and claims assistance efforts.”.

(b) SUBPOENA REQUIREMENT.—Section 1206(b) of
title I of the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act
of 1968 (34 U.S.C. 10288(b)) is amended—

(1) wn paragraph (1)(B), by striking “and” at
the end;

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking the period at
the end and inserting “; and’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

“(3) with respect to information or documenta-
tion in the possession of a public agency that the Bu-
reaw has determined 1s necessary to adjudicate the

clavm that the public agency has failed to provide by
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the date that is 30 days after the date of the Bureau’s

or the clavmant’s request to provide the information
or documentation, shall issue a subpoena to the public
agency to obtain the information or documentation,
unless the Bureaw has approved an extension not ex-
ceeding 60 days.”.

(¢) DEFINITIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—RSection 1204 of title I of the
Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968
(34 U.S.C. 10284) s amended—

(A) in paragraph (4)(B)(i1), by striking
“parapalegic” and inserting “paraplegic’;

(B) by redesignating  paragraphs (8)
through (14) as paragraphs (9) through (15), re-
spectively; and

(C) by inserting after paragraph (7) the fol-
lowing:

“(8) ‘gainful work’ means garnful work activity,
as defined in section 32.23 of title 28, Code of Federal
Regulations, or any successor requlation;”.

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

(A) INTERNAL REVENUE CODE.—Section
402(1)(4)(C) of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 1s amended by striking “(9)(A)” each place

it appears.
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(B) TrirLE 28.—Section 1863(b)(5)(B) of

title 28, United States Code, 1is amended by
striking “section 1203(6)” and inserting “‘section
1204,
SEC. 3. EXPEDITED PAYMENT FOR VCF OR WTCHP DETER-
MINATIONS.

Section 1205(b) of title I of the Omnibus Crime Con-
trol and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (34 U.S.C. 10285(b)) 1is
amended by adding at the end the following:

“(4) In making determinations under section 1201 (a),
the Bureaw shall, absent clear and convincing evidence to
the contrary, as determined by the Bureau, approve any
clavm if the September 11th Victim Compensation Fund of
2001 (49 U.S.C. 40101 note; Public Law 107-42) (com-
monly referred to as the ‘VCF’) or the World Trade Center
Health Program under title XXXIII of the Public Health
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300mm et seq.) provides a certifi-
cation of facts that—

“(A) the claim 1s eligible for death benefits under
the Victim Compensation Fund; or
“(B) the cause of claimant’s death 1is a World

Trade Center Health Program-related condition.”.
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SEC. 4. IMPLEMENTATION OF CERTAIN GAO RECOMMENDA-

TIONS.

Not later than 180 days after the date of enactment
of this Act, the Attorney General shall ensure that the Direc-
tor of the Bureau of Justice Assistance implements the rec-
ommendations provided in the report of the Government Ac-
countability Office entitled “Public Safety Officers’ Benefits
Program: Transparency, Clavms Assistance, and Program
Management Improvements Needed” (GAO-24-105549),

published on September 27, 2024.
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