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To establish a grant program for certain State and local forensic activities,
and for other purposes.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

May 22, 2025
Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Mr. WELCH, Mr. CRAPO, and Mr. COONS) intro-
duced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary
May 20, 2026
Reported by Mr. GRASSLEY, with an amendment

[Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the part printed in italic]

A BILL

To establish a grant program for certain State and local
forensic activities, and for other purposes.
1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
2 twes of the Unated States of America in Congress assembled,
3 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.



2
1 SEC. 2. GRANTS TO IMPROVE FORENSIC ACTIVITIES.

2 Tide I of the Omnibus Crime Contrel and Safe
5 “PART PP—GRANTS TO IMPROVE FORENSIC
6 ACTIVITIES

7 “SEC. 3061. DEFINITIONS.

8 “In this part:

10 analysis means an expert examination or test—

11 S reqttred by a kaw endforeement aeen-
12 e & proseeutor; a ertminal suspeet or defend-
13 ant; or a relevant eourt; and

14 “B) performed on physteal evidenee; -
15 ehichre PNTY evidenees for the prrpose of deter-
16 minine the conneetion of the evidence to &
17 ertminal aet

19 renste laboratory means a factlity; entity; or stte ae-
71 o 30624 G 4

22 “A) offers or performs forenste analysis;
23 atret

24 “B foHows relevant chatn of enstods re-
25 etrerments for anthentieation by an appropriate
26 eotrt:
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1 “SEC. 3062. DNA ANALYSIS GRANTS.
4 “h & State;
5 =2 o et o foend ks erdoreetent aeemes
6 3} a proseeutorls office with a forensie labora-
8 “HH & medtead examtner’s offtees and
9 “5}) & eoroner’s offiee:
10 “tby ATPHOREATION oF GRANTS—The Attornes
12+ for the purpose of usthe any technoloey used 1 a foren-
13 ste laboratory—

14 1 order o eondiet whole setote seqtene-
15 e technoloey to assess at least 100:000 eenetie

16 markers ; and

17 “2) that 13 compatible with multiple eenea-
18 loetead databases permitted to be used by law en-
21 tdentifted haman remains:

25 Attorney General may regquire:

26 b Hsk oF 6GRANE—
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“B) Fo earry out DNA analyses of un-

“Gi) anm Lited sover |
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B)

“HH & neneovernmental forensie lab-
ortore thet attests to the tornes Gen-
vears after the date on whieh the nen-
eovernmental laborators first recerves a re-

Hsthe amounts from a erant under this seetion shall
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i subjeet to  subparaeraph (B
shalt only be made available to entry out
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12 “SEC. 3063. GRANTS TO PURCHASE FORENSIC EQUIPMENT
13 ENABLED FOR FORENSIC GENETIC GENE-
14 ALOGY DNA ANALYSIS AND SEARCHING.

16 the term “ehetble entity” means—

17 ) a pabhelr funded and aeeredited forenste
18 laboratory:
19 =2 medhent exrtiets offtees and

20 S eereters effees

22 General may awvard a grant to an ehetble entity for the
23 purpese of purehasing edqtipment to deploy forensie ge-
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et APPHERONYS— T chetble ente seckite w
orant wnder this seetion shall sabmit to the Attorney Gen-
& erant under this seetion shall use amounts from the
sraft to purchase forensie equipment; inehading supphes;
Senreh of the Department of Justiee dated November -
to enrry ont this seetion $5-000-000 for ench of fisent
fdeate guidelines; regulations; and procedures to earry
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& erant under this part shall maintain sueh records
November 15 2019; or any sueeessor pohes
chetble entity that recerves a erant under this see-
Hotr o State of w of toead covernment within
which the elietble entity eperates; and any entity to

to—
ot

e o ith seetion VL entitled
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the ehotble entte shed st o the torres Generad a
report that tehdes—

3> the type of forensie genetie genenlogtent
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10

. Jomient DNA snaksis
Y restted oo seatehble profte oo

dentifiention:
Oy did not generate a vietim or perpe-
tor identifieation: and
D) direetly resulted m an arrest or we-

i identifiention: and

20 SEC. 3. DOJ REPORT.

21

22 of this et the Attortey General; 1 consultation with the
23 Torensiec Laboratory Needs Working Group of the Na-
24 tional Institute of Justiee; shall submit to Coneress a re-
25 port—
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Carla Walker Act”.
SEC. 2. GRANTS TO IMPROVE FORENSIC ACTIVITIES.

Title I of the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets
Act of 1968 (34 U.S.C. 10101 et seq.) is amended by adding
at the end the following:

“PART PP—GRANTS TO IMPROVE FORENSIC
ACTIVITIES

“SEC. 3061. DEFINITIONS.

“In this part:
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12
“(1) ACCREDITED FORENSIC LABORATORY.—The
term ‘accredited forensic laboratory’ means a forensic
laboratory that—

“(A) 1s accredited by an accrediting body
that is a signatory to an internationally recog-
nized arrangement and that offers accreditation
to foremsic science conformity assessment bodies
using an accreditation standard that s recog-
nized by that internationally recognized arrange-
ment; or

“(B) attests, in a legally binding and en-
Jorceable manner, to prepare and apply for an
accreditation described in subparagraph (A) not
later than 2 years after date on which the foren-
sic laboratory—

“(1) first receives a grant under this
part; or
“(1n) first receives a request for anal-

ysis from an eligible entity receiving a

grant under this part.

“(2) FGG DNA ANALYSIS AND SEARCHING.—The
term ‘FGG DNA analysis and searching’ means—

“A) forensic genetic genealogical DNA
analysis of a forensic or reference sample of bio-

logical material by an aceredited forensic labora-
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13
tory to develop a forensic genetic genealogy pro-
file; and
“(B) the subsequent search of that genetic
genealogy profile in a genetic genealogy service.
“(3) FORENSIC ANALYSIS.—The term ‘forensic
analysis’ means an expert examination, interpreta-
tion, or test—
“(A) requested by a law enforcement agency,
a coroner or medical examiner’s office, a pros-
ecutor, a criminal suspect or defendant, or a
court; and
“(B) performed on physical or biological
evidence for—

“(1) 1mvestigative purposes, including
to determine the identity of unidentified
human remains; or

“(11) prosecutorial, defense, or court-or-
dered judicial purposes.

“(4) FORENSIC GENETIC GENEALOGY PROFILE.—
The term ‘forensic genetic genealogy profile’ means a
single nucleotide polymorphisms-based genetic profile
generated from a forensic or reference sample by an
accredited forensic laboratory for the purpose of con-

ducting FGG DNA analysis and searching.
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“(5) FORENSIC LABORATORY.—The term ‘foren-

sic laboratory’ means a facility, entity, or site that—
“(A) offers or performs forensic analysis;

and
“(B) follows appropriate evidentiary, docu-
mentation, and quality assurance requirements

Jor use in judicial proceedings.

“(6) GENETIC GENEALOGY SERVICE.—The term
‘genetic genealogy service’ means a repository of ge-
netic data contaiming genetic profiles submaitted by
mdwiduals that permits search by a law enforcement
agency for forensic genetic genealogy purposes.

“(7) INTERIM POLICY.—The term ‘Interim Pol-
tcy’ means the ‘Interim Policy on Forensic Genetic
Genealogical DNA Analysis and Searching’ of the De-
partment of Justice dated November 1, 2019, or any
suceessor policy.

“(8) LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY.—The term
law enforcement agency’ means an agency of the
United States, a State, a political subdivision of a
State, or an Indian Tribe authorized by law or by a
government agency to engage in or supervise the pre-
vention, detection, investigation, or prosecution of

any violation of eriminal law.
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“SEC. 3062. DNA ANALYSIS GRANTS.

“(a) ELIGIBLE ENTITY DEFINED.—In this section, the

term ‘eligible entity’ means—

“(1) a State;

“(2) a Tribal, county, or local law enforcement
agency;

“(3) a publicly funded accredited forensic labora-
tory;

“(4) a State, Tribal, county, or local prosecutor’s
office with a forensic laboratory capability;

“(5) a medical examiner’s office; and

“(6) a coroner’s office.

“(b) AUTHORIZATION OF GRANTS.—The Attorney Gen-

eral may award a competitive grant to an eligible entity
Jor the purpose of using any technology used in a forensic

laboratory—

“(1) to conduct whole genome sequencing tech-
nology to assess not less than 100,000 genetic mark-
ers; and

“(2) that vs compatible with genealogical data-
bases.

“(c) APPLICATIONS.—An eligible entity seeking «a

23 grant under this section shall submit to the Attorney Gen-

24 eral an application at such time and wn such form as the

25 Attorney General may require.
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“(d) USE OF GRANT.—An eligible entity that receives
a grant under this section shall use funds from the grant
Jor any of the following purposes:

“(1) To carry out DNA analyses of physical evi-
dence collected under applicable legal authority using
the technology described in subsection (b) if the sub-
misston of such physical evidence to the Combined
DNA Index System has failed to produce an inves-
tigative lead.

“(2) To carry out DNA analyses of unidentified
human remains using the technology described in sub-
section (b) if submission of such samples to the Com-
bined DNA Index System has failed to produce an in-
vestigative lead.

“(3) To outsource an activity described in para-
graph (1) or (2) for the use of technology described in
subsection (b) and searching to—

“(A) an accredited publicly funded forensic
laboratory;

“(B) a medical examiner or coroner’s office;

“(C) a State, Tribal, county, or local pros-
ecutor’s office with a forensic laboratory capa-
bility; or

“(D) a nongovernmental accredited forensic

laboratory.
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“le) REQUIREMENTS AND LIMITATIONS WITH RE-

2 SPECT TO GENETIC GENEALOGY.—An eligible entity that

3 receives a grant under this section—

4

O o0 3 O W

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

“(1) with respect to a forensic profile derived

Jrom a candidate forensic sample for which a suffi-

cient quantity of DNA exists and which meets the eli-
gibility  requirements of the Combined DNA Index
System, before attempting to use FGG DNA analysis
and searching with respect to the forensic profile—
“(A) shall upload the forensic profile to the
Combined DNA Index System; and
“(B) may only proceed with FGG DNA
analysis and searching f a search of the
uploaded forensic profile in the Combined DNA

Index System fails to produce a probative and

confirmed DNA match;

“(2) with respect to an eligible entity that is a
law enforcement agency, may not arrest a suspect
based solely on a genetic association generated by a
genetic genealogy service;

“(3) with respect to an eligible entity that is a
law enforcement agency or an entity conducting ge-
netic genealogical research on behalf of a law enforce-
ment agency or to inform a criminal investigation,

shall—
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“(A) wdentify as a law enforcement agency
to any genetic genealogy service; and

“(B) enter and search forensic genetic gene-
alogy profiles only in a genetic genealogy service
that provides explicit notice to users of the ge-
netic genealogy service and the public that law
enforcement may use the genetic genealogy serv-
1ce to investigate crimes or identify unidentified
human remains;

“(4) shall seek informed consent from third par-
ties before collecting reference samples divectly from
an mdwidual that will be used for FGG DNA anal-
ysis and searching, unless case-specific circumstances
provide reasonable grounds to believe that this re-
quirement would compromise the integrity of an in-
vestigation;

“(5) shall treat all forensic genetic genealogy
profiles and genetic genealogy service account infor-
mation and data as confidential government informa-
tion consistent with any applicable laws, requlations,
policies, and procedures;

“(6) shall use biological samples and forensic ge-
netic genealogy profiles only for law enforcement

identification purposes;
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“(7) shall take all reasonable and necessary steps
and precautions to ensure that others who have au-
thorized access to biological samples and forensic ge-
netic genealogy profiles follow the same limitation of
use of those samples required under paragraph (6);

“(8) whenever possible, shall use only genetic
genealogy services that configure service site user set-
tings that control access to forensic genetic genealogy
profile data and associated account information in a
manner that will prevent that data and information
from being viewed by other service users;

“(9) shall conduct covert collection of a DNA
sample for the purpose of performing FGG DNA
analysis and searching in accordance with applicable
State and Federal law; and

“(10) may not use a biological sample or a fo-
rensic genetic genealogy profile to determine the ge-
netic predisposition for disease or any other medical
condition or psychological trait of the donor of the
sample or profile.

“(f) REGULATIONS.—Not later than 1 year after the
date of enactment of this section, the Attorney General shall
promulgate regulations to promote the reasoned exercise of
mvestigative, scientific, and prosecutorial discretion in

cases that imvolve forensic genetic genealogical DNA anal-
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1 ysis and searching. Such requlations shall incorporate the

2 requirements and limitations set forth under subsection (e).
3 “(9) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—

4 “(1) IN GENERAL—There are authorized to be
5 appropriated to the Attorney General to carry out
6 this section $5,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2027
7 through 2031.

8 “(2) LIMITATIONS ON USE.—

9 “(A) IN GENERAL.—Amounts appropriated
10 to carry out this section—

11 “(1) subject to subparagraph (B), shall
12 only be made available to carry out forensic
13 genetic genealogical analysis; and

14 “(i) shall not be made available for
15 staffing, training, travel, or equipment.

16 “(B) ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS.—The Attor-
17 ney General may use not more than 10 percent
18 of amounts appropriated to carry out this sec-
19 tion for administrative costs.

20 “SEC. 3063. GRANTS FOR FORENSIC EQUIPMENT AND DATA-
21 BASE SEARCHING.

22 “(a) KLIGIBLE ENTITY DEFINED.—In this section, the
23 term ‘eligible entity’ means—

24 “(1) a publicly funded accredited forensic labora-
25 tory;
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“(2) a State, county, local, or Tribal prosecutor’s
office with a forensic laboratory capability;

“(3) a medical examiner’s office; and

“(4) a coroner’s office.

“(b) AUTHORIZATION OF GRANTS.—The Attorney Gen-
eral may award a grant to an eligible entity for the purpose
of—

“(1) purchasing equipment for FGG DNA anal-
ysis and searching; or

“(2) funding searches to generate investigative
leads  for criminal investigations or unidentified
human remains.

“(c) APPLICATIONS.—An eligible entity seeking a
grant under this section shall submit to the Attorney Gen-
eral an application at such time and in such form as the
Attorney General may requaire.

“(d) USE oF FUNDS.—An eligible entity that receives
a grant under this section shall use funds from the grant—

“(1) to purchase forensic equipment, including
supplies, reagents, consumables, and validation ex-
penses, for genetic genealogy techniques to generate
mvestigative leads for criminal imvestigations or un-
identified human remains; and

“(2) for genealogical database searching.
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“le) DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE PoLICY.~—Other than
an actwity inmvolving unidentified huwman remains, an ac-
tiwity carried out using funding from a grant under this
section shall be carried out in compliance with—

“(1) the Interim Policy; and
“(2) the regulations promulgated under section

3062(f).

“(f) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There are
authorized to be appropriated to the Attorney General to
carry out this section $5,000,000 for each of fiscal years
2027 through 2031.

“SEC. 3064. ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS.

“la) REGULATIONS.—The Attorney General may pro-
mulgate guidelines, requlations, and procedures to carry out
this part, including guidelines, regulations, and procedures
relating to the submission and review of applications for
grants under sections 3062 and 30063.

“(b) ACCOUNTABILITY.—

“(1) RECORDS.—An eligible entity that receives

a grant wnder this part shall maintain such records

as the Attorney General may requirve to facilitate an

effective audit relating to the receipt of the grant, the
use of amounts from the grant, outsourcing activities,

and compliance with—

*S 1890 RS
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23
“(A) section VIII, entitled ‘Sample and

Data Control and Disposition’, of the Interim
Policy; and
“(B) the requlations promulgated under sec-

tion 3062(f).

“(2) AccESS.—For the purpose of conducting
audits and examinations, the Attorney General shall
have access to any book, document, or record of an el-
1gible entity that receives a grant under this part, a
State or unit of local government within whaich the el-
1gible entity operates, and any entity to which the eli-
gible entity outsources work using amounts from the
grant if the Attorney General determines that the
book, document, or record relates to—

“(A) the receipt of the grant;
“(B) the use of funds from the grant; or
“(C) compliance with—

“(v) section VIII, entitled ‘Sample and
Data Control and Disposition’, of the In-
terim Policy; or

“(in)  the regulations  promulgated
under section 3062(f).

“(3) SUSPENSION AND DEBARMENT.—In car-

rying out this part, the Attorney General shall com-

*S 1890 RS
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ply with part 180 of title 2, Code of Federal Regula-

tions, or any successor regulation.
“SEC. 3065. REPORTS.

“Not later thani year after the date on which an eligi-
ble entity receives the final disbursement of funds from a
grant under section 3062 or 3063, the eligible entity shall
submait to the Attorney General a report that includes—

“(1) the amount of funding the eligible entity re-
cewed from the grant for each fiscal year for which
the grant was awarded;

“(2) the number of cases for which the eligible
entity submitted for testing using FGG DNA analysis
and searching during the previous year;

“(3) the number of cases for which the eligible
entity performed testing using FGG DNA analysis
and searching during the previous year;

“(4) the type of testing relating to FGG DNA
analysis and searching performed by the eligible enti-
ty during each year for which the grant was awarded,
meluding—

“(A) the name of any laboratory to which
the eligible entity outsourced the testing;

“(B) the type of sequencing equipment and
method used for the testing; and

*S 1890 RS
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“(C) the results of the testing, such as

whether the testing resulted in successful victim

or perpetrator identification, no identification,

ongoing analysis, or incomplete analysis, and
the time it took to obtain a result;

“(5) during each year for which the grant was
awarded, the number of cases in which FGG DNA
analysis and searching—

“(A) resulted in a searchable profile in a
publicly available genetic genealogy service;

“(B) generated a lead resulting in a victim
or perpetrator identification;

“(C) generated a lead but did not generate

a victim or perpetrator identification; and

“(D) did generate a lead and resulted in a
victvm or perpetrator identification by the end of
the grant period directly resulting in an arrest;
and

“(6) during each year for which the grant was
awarded, the average number of days it took to make
any identification between the date of sample submis-
sion for FGG DNA analysis and searching and the
date of delwvery of test results to the requesting office

or agency.
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“SEC. 3066. NO PREEMPTION.

“Nothing in this part shall be construed to preempt
any law (including a regulation) of a State, or a political
subdivision of a State, containing requirements that pro-
vide equivalent or greater protection than the requirements
of this part.”.

SEC. 3. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE REPORT.

Not later than 3 years after the date of enactment of
this Act, the Attorney General, in consultation with the Fo-
rensic Laboratory Needs Working Group of the National In-
stitute of Justice, shall submit to Congress a report—

(1) on the awards and practices reported to the
Attorney General under section 3065 of title I of the
Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968,
as added by this Act;

(2) on forensic genetic genealogy analysis tech-
nologies and how best to implement forensic genetic
genealogy analysis for eligible entities (as defined in
section 3063(a) of title I of the Omnibus Crime Con-
trol and Safe Streets Act of 1968, as added by this
Act); and

(3) that includes any recommendations relating
to—

(A) expected funding needs; and

*S 1890 RS
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(B) whether requlations are needed for the
use of forensic genetic genealogy analysis tech-

nology.
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