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To amend the National Housing Act to establish a mortgage insurance
program for first responders, and for other purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Marco 14, 2025
Mr. RUTHERFORD (for himself, Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, Mr. (GARBARINO,
and Mr. GOTTHEIMER) introduced the following bill; which was referred
to the Committee on Financial Services

A BILL

To amend the National Housing Act to establish a mortgage
insurance program for first responders, and for other
purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Homes for Every Local

Protector, Educator, and Responder Act of 2025 or the

AN N B~ W N

“HELPER Act of 2025”.
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SEC. 2. FHA MORTGAGE INSURANCE PROGRAM FOR MORT-

GAGES FOR FIRST RESPONDERS.

Section 203 of the National Housing Act (12 U.S.C.

1709) is amended by adding at the end the following:

“(z) FHA MORTGAGE INSURANCE PROGRAM FOR

MORTGAGES FOR FIRST RESPONDERS.—

“(1) DEFINITIONS.

In this subsection:

“(A) FIRST RESPONDER.—The term ‘first

responder’ means an individual who is, as at-

tested by the individual—

*HR 2094 TH

“(1)(I) employed full-time by a law en-
forcement agency of the Federal Govern-
ment, a State, a Tribal government, or a
unit of general local government; and

“(IT) in carrying out such full-time
employment, sworn to uphold, and make
arrests for violations of, Federal, State,
county, township, municipal, or Tribal
laws, or authorized by law to supervise
sentenced criminal offenders or individuals
with pending eriminal charges;

“(1) employed full-time as a fire-
fighter, paramedic, or emergency medical
technician by a fire department or emer-
gency medical services responder unit of

the Federal Government, a State, a Tribal
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covernment, or a unit of general local gov-
ernment; or

“(i11) employed as a full-time teacher
by a State-accredited public school or pri-
vate school that provides direct services to
students 1 grades  pre-kindergarten

through 12.

“(B) FIRST-TIME HOMEBUYER.—The term
‘first-time homebuyer’ has the meaning given
the term in section 104 of the Cranston-Gon-
zalez National Affordable Housing Act (42
U.S.C. 12704).

“(C) STATE.—The term ‘State’ has the
meaning given the term in section 201.

“(D) TRIBAL GOVERNMENT.—The term
‘Tribal government’ means the recognized gov-
erning body of any Indian or Alaska Native
tribe, band, nation, pueblo, village, community,
component band, or component reservation, in-
dividually identified (including parenthetically)
in the list published most recently pursuant to
section 104 of the Federally Recognized Indian
Tribe List Act of 1994 (25 U.S.C. 5131).

“(2) Aurnority.—The Secretary may, upon

application by a mortgagee, insure any mortgage eli-
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eible for isurance under this subsection to an eligi-
ble morteagor and, upon such terms and conditions
as the Secretary may prescribe, make commitments
for the insurance of such mortgages prior to the
date of their execution or disbursement.

“(3) MORTGAGE TERMS; MORTGAGE INSURANCE

PREMIUM.—

“(A) TERMS.
“(1) IN GENERAL.—A mortgage in-
sured under this subsection shall—
“(I) be made to an eligible mort-
2agor;
“(II) comply with the require-
ments established under paragraphs
(1) through (7) of subsection (b); and
“(ITI) be used only to—
“(aa) purchase or repair a
1-family residence, including a 1-
family dwelling unit in a condo-
minium project, to serve as a
principal residence of the mort-
cagor, as attested by the mort-
oagor; or
“(bb) purchase a principal

residence of the mortgagor, as at-
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5}
tested by the mortgagor, which
1S—

“(AA) a manufactured
home to be permanently af-
fixed to a lot that is owned
by the mortgagor and titled
as real property; or

“(BB) a manufactured
home and a lot to which the
home will be permanently
affixed that is titled as real
property.

“(11) NO DOWN PAYMENT.—Notwith-
standing any provision to the contrary in
the matter following subsection (b)(2)(B)
with respect to first-time homebuyers—

“(I) the Secretary may insure
any mortgage that involves an original
principal obligation (including allow-
able charges and fees and the pre-

mium pursuant to subparagraph (B)

of this paragraph) in an amount not

to exceed 100 percent of the appraised

value of the property involved; and
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“(IT) the mortgagor of a mort-
cage described in subclause (I) shall
not be required to pay any amount, in
cash or its equivalent, on account of
the property.
“(B) MORTGAGE INSURANCE PREMIUM.—

“(1) UP-FRONT PREMIUM.—The Sec-
retary shall establish and collect an insur-
ance premium in connection with mort-
cages Insured under this subsection that is
a percentage of the original insured prin-
cipal obligation of the mortgage amount,
which shall be collected at the time and in
the manner provided under subsection
(¢)(2)(A), except that the premiums col-
lected under this subparagraph—

“(I) may be in an amount that
exceeds 3 percent of the amount of
the original insured principal obliga-
tion of the mortgage; and

“(IT) may be adjusted by the
Secretary from time to time by in-
creasing or decreasing such percent-
ages as the Secretary considers nec-

essary, based on the performance of
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mortgages insured under this sub-
section and market conditions.

“(i1) PROHIBITION OF MONTHLY PRE-

MIUMS.—A mortgage insured under this
subsection shall not be subject to a month-
ly insurance premium, including a pre-

mium under subsection (¢)(2)(B).

“(4) ELIGIBLE MORTGAGORS.

The mortgagor
for a mortgage insured under this subsection shall,
at the time the mortgage is executed—
“(A) be a first-time homebuyer;
“(B) have completed a program of housing
counseling provided through a housing coun-
seling agency approved by the Secretary;

“(C) as attested by the mortgagor

“(1) be employed as a first responder;
“(11) have been—

“(I) employed as a first re-
sponder for not less than 4 of the 5
years preceding the date on which the
mortgagor submitted an application to
imsure the mortgage under this sec-
tion; or

“(IT) released from employment

as a first responder due to an occupa-
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tion-connected  disability  resulting

from such duty or employment;

“(i11) be in good standing as a first re-
sponder and not on probation or under in-
vestigation for conduct that, if determined
to have occurred, is grounds for termi-
nation of employment;

“(iv) in good faith intend to continue
as a first responder for not less than 1
yvear following the date of closing on the
mortgage; and

“(v) have previously never been the
mortgagor under a mortgage insured under
this subsection;

“(D) meet such requirements as the Sec-

retary shall establish to ensure that insurance

of the mortgage represents an acceptable risk to

the Mutual Mortgage Insurance Fund; and

“(E) meet such underwriting requirements

as the Secretary shall establish to meet actu-

arial objectives identified by the Secretary,

which may include avoiding a positive subsidy

rate or complying with the capital ratio require-

ment under section 205(f)(2).

*HR 2094 TH
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“(5) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to carry out
the program under this subsection—

“(A) $660,000 for fiscal year 2026, to re-
main available until expended; and
“(B) $160,000 for each of fiscal years

2027 through 2032, to remain available until

expended.

“(6) REAUTHORIZATION REQUIRED.—The au-
thority to enter into new commitments to insure
mortgages under this subsection shall expire on the
date that is 5 years after the date on which the Sec-
retary first makes available insurance for mortgages

under this subsection.”.

O

*HR 2094 TH




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2026-07-10T14:34:47-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




